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Heron Awards 

The last week of term saw the Heron Awards evening take place - honouring the top students in each 

year. An additional 50 students received a Heron certificate in recognition of their achievements in  

representing the school at regional, national and international events.   Award winners were:    

Year 7: Orlaith Boakes, Lottie Bond, Liam Chadwick, Rachel Clark, Tom Formstone, Lily Harrison,  Emma Jones, 

Matthew Kendrick, Robert Kendrick, Maddie Ross Howe, Rosi-

na Summers, Anna Wylie. 

Year 8: Elise Anderton, Jacob Bird, Annabel Carlile, Fraser       

Clapham, Nyah Cretton, Esme Howard, Meaghan Knibbs,             

Evelyn Marshall, Archie McCulloch, Stella Morris, Drew                 

Murdock, Charlotte O'Brien, James Pryer, Eleanor Spicer, Toby 

Telford-Reed, Patrick Weekes, Lucy Whiteley. 

Year 9: Ellie Blackburn, Jon Cheeseright, Katie Cheeseright, 

Joshua Ding, Ciara Free, Ginevra Harraway, Ben Hawkins, 

Saskia Holloway, Isabel Inskip, Hannah Lewis, Archie Lievesley, 

Beth Makower, Naomi Marshall, Bethany Nicholas, Adam  

Russell, Annie Safford, Maddie Saggers, Jasmine Stacey, Isaac 

Summers, Jemima Sutton, Samuel Welch, Isobel Wells. 

Year 10: Annie Baigent, Katie Brown, Ellie Bryant, Amaya 

Cook, Max Crane, Grace Custerson, Lucy Daws, Rebecca Day, 

Alfie Duckett, Cassie Evans, Diaan Gill, Oliver Haley, Becca 

Hannon, Meg Hollidge, Eve Morris, Oliver Pulley, Noah Telford

-Reed, Edward Weekes, Edward Evans, Katie Wilkins. 

 

Year 7 Heron Award winners 

Year 8 Heron Award winners 

Year 9 Heron Award winners Year 10 Heron Award winners 

Heron Certificate winners 
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Many thanks for all your support this term. I don’t need to tell you that we have had an exceptionally 
busy year with lots of really enjoyable experiences and achievements for our students. 
 

Thank you to the parents who have given us lots of lovely feedback following parents evenings, trips and 
events. It means a lot to the staff to know that their efforts are appreciated. I must pass on my               
personal thanks to those members of staff who will still be helping our students, even after term ends - 
those involved in the Ollie Feast summer school and the World Challenge trip to Tanzania. 
 

We are fortunate in having the continued support of the Cambridge College for Sixth Form Studies (CCSS) 
who have been offering additional classes to some of our students in yr 10&11, as well as welcoming a 
large group of BVC students to a taster day there last month. 
 

As you can see from the following pages our students have had an amazing array of activities taking place, 
which is incredible when you realize that the main focus was on the GCSE exam period for almost a 
month. After working so hard on their exams it was a joy to see the year 11 students return for their Prom 
(below) looking so happy, relaxed and grown-up! 
 

We are investing £430 000 in carrying out electrical works in the main school and replacing the windows 
and doors in Technology and Creative Arts over the summer holidays. This will cause some upheaval over 
the holidays but will be worth it for the savings in the long term.  
 

We have reviewed the existing College Achievement Leader structure and 
have decided to make some changes to that for the next academic year. 
Our Achievement Leaders will now lead year group(s) as follows: 

Jo Reed - Years 7&8 

Chordess Harris - Years 9&10 

Alex Taylor - Year 11 

Dan Beck will be Coordinator of College Activities and Student Leadership. 
Tutor groups will remain the same as will the colleges. 

Other staff changes incude the appointment of Jonathan Davison as Head 
of Maths & Science and Jess Murugan as Deputy Head of Maths. Rachel Dix-
Pincott has been seconded to the Leadership Team. Farewell, good luck and 
thank you to Violeta Rios Grinan and  Kath Briers who are leaving us this 
week - and a big welcome to Gregory Carter 
(teacher of maths), Kelly Murfet (Deputy Head 
of Science) and Hannah Fixter, (teacher of MFL) 
who will be joining us in September.     
 

Our team of Governors is also changing as we 
say farewell and thank you to Ken Murphy, Sue 
Speller, George Lynn and Simon Saggers. Our 
new Governors are Simon Lambert ,Will Clayton, 
Chris Cornwell and Dr Michael Urquhart.  
 

I look forward to seeing our GCSE students who 
come in to collect their results on 23rd August - 
a reminder that we are expecting Year 11 & 10 
students between 9-11am. Please see page  16 
for further details. 
 

Let’s hope we all have a warm and sunny                
summer holiday.         Duncan Cooper, Principal 

We are very proud of all our students’ achievements 
and like to share them publically as often as we can. 
 

To keep up to date with what’s happening in college, 
please make sure you have subscribed to our                      
Parentmail service. 
 

The weekly student powerpoint and parent mailing 
keeps parents and students informed of events that 
have happened and calendar dates to look out for. 
 

For a more ‘instant fix’, why not follow our news feed 
on Twitter (www.twitter.com/Bassingbournvc) or                      
Facebook (www.facebook.com/bassingbournvc)? 
 

Alumni can keep in touch with the college through our 
dedicated LinkedIn Bassingbourn Village College 
group (www.linkedin.com/groups/8369302) or by                     
emailing alumni@bassingbournvc.net and asking to be 
added to our database. 

 

Principal’s Message 
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Normandy Trip 
The annual BVC Year 8 trip to Normandy 

took place in June. Jess Gore reports: 

Our trip got off to a great start with a                      
4-hour bus drive filled with food, laughter 

and Mr Budd’s ‘amazing’ jokes. 

We got on a ferry where we were able to 
get drinks, food and photos. When we                

arrived in France, at our hotel, everybody 
had a lovely walk on the beach.  

The rest of the trip was packed with crepes, 
goats and shopping. There was a notable 

trip to a graveyard which the students 
found interesting and back at hotel, the year 

8s made a new friend named Quinton.  

Other highlights were making croissants, 
shopping in a French market, eating                         

authentic French food and playing on the 
beach. 

On the last night we had a final disco where 
people busted some moves! Then there was 

an award ceremony were some students 
won some awards.  

All in all the students all really enjoyed the 
trip and thank all the teachers for coming 
with us -  Miss Dix-Pincott, Mr Budd, Miss 

Cracknell and Mrs Jenkins. 
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French Exchange 
This term a selection of students from years 7-10 ventured out of their comfort zone, to experience an 
exciting new lifestyle, as part of the French exchange. Ella, Megan & Rebecca (year 10) share their 
memories: 

Day 1: The train journey to Le Grand Serre - a day filled with nerves and excitement! The time flew by 
and suddenly we were meeting our French families, whilst a few had the opportunity to be reunited with 
them once again as they returned to the same families as last year. Once we arrived, we were all greeted 
with lots of kisses and relieved to find that the families were warm and welcoming. 

Day 2: The day was dedicated to exploring Collège Joseph Bédier with our exchange partners.                          
Participating in English and Maths lessons proved a challenge, however in a relaxing learning                                      
environment we laughed and enjoyed ourselves. We had a tour of the school, finding out that an entire 
floor of the school is for footballing boarding students, who make the most of the school’s excellent 
sports facilities to launch their footballing careers. We were also in awe of the gym which has a massive 
climbing wall. After eating regional specialities for lunch, courtesy of the school canteen, we all played a 
baseball and football tournament, whilst topping up our tans! 

Day 3: The day began with a tranquil walk to a wonderful waterfall in which students were able to             
relax and enjoy the stunning scenery, or risk their dignity and splash around in the freezing cold water. 
Most decided to go with the latter! Thankfully the walk back was brisk, and we were soon drying off in 
the sun! We visited the caves of the liqueur ‘Chartreuse’ – tasting a single drop each on a meringue – and 
then off to Voiron for an ice-cream – all ordered in French of course! 

Days 4-5: we all spent the weekend with our families, engaging in a variety 
of experiences: shopping in Lyon, music festival, visits to a chocolate muse-
um, a Haribo museum, local markets, boat trips, horse-riding, tree climbing, 
trips into the mountains and nearby mountain villages.  These activities 
were not only fun, but gave us the opportunity to get closer to our French 
exchange partners and their families. All too soon it was Sunday night and 
the last night that we would spend with our families. Most of us found that 
we were understanding more French each day and were becoming more 
confident in using our French.  

After some tears and hugs, and of course lots of kisses, we boarded the 
coach to come back. We will stay in touch with our partners and families, 
and some are already arranging to meet them again soon. It was a great trip 
that we would recommend to anyone learning French! 
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Languages 

Over the last two terms, Year 7 students have been working towards an Intercollege competition in 
Languages - the BVC Spelling Bee. 

Felicitations & Felicitaciones to the 10 students who won their way to the finals: Zoe Button, Amelia              

Parsley, Rosina Summers, Emma Silva, Jessica Mawditt, Lily Harrison, Lottie Bond, Alanis Jacintho, Anna 

Wylie and Emma Jones. 

The overall winners were Anna Wylie for French and Emma Silva for Spanish. 

All Year 7 pupils started the competition back in September and there have been various rounds leading 

to the final. The finalists had to learn 150 words in either French or Spanish and had 1 minute to translate 

and spell (using the French/Spanish alphabet) as many words as possible. 

Rachel Dix Pincot, Head of MFL, said: “The 10 finalists have worked incredibly hard and did fantastically 

well, the speed in which they reacted to the words was amazing!” 

A small group of year 9 students were given the opportunity to have a fun-filled Japanese lesson  -      
Ginevra Harraway explains what they got up to: 

Our tutor was Setsuko, from Hills Road, who 
teaches enrichment lessons in Japanese.  

The lesson started with a chat about what we 
already knew about Japan, along with a quiz and 
continued onto a small lesson on language. We 
learnt key phrases like hello ‘konnichiwa’ and 
nice to meet you ‘hajimemashite’ along with 
correct Japanese etiquette.  

We then put the language into practice by hav-
ing conversations with each other using the 
phrases that we had learnt.  The lesson ended 
with Setsuko teaching us how to properly use 
chopsticks by moving pasta and beans from one 
bowl to another – try it! It’s tricky!  

All in all it was a very enjoyable and interesting 
experience for all the budding linguists involved. 
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Literacy 
Some of our younger students  were 

honoured for their creative writing 

talents at the annual  BVC Library & 

Literacy Awards. 

Targeted at Year 7, younger students 

from Bassingbourn, Steeple Morden 

and Petersfield primary schools were 

also invited to take part in creative 

writing workshops during the day. 

Students who have taken part in                       

Library events also received certificates. Guest speaker Julian Sedgwick, author of the Ghosts of Shanghai 

and Mysterium series of children’s books, brought writing alive for the audience with tales of how he            

became an author and even a sneak preview of his new – as yet untitled and unwritten – novel. 

English teacher Mrs Boxall said: “How amazing it was to fill the school hall with students and their         

parents, all celebrating achievements in literacy and reading. Our students are encouraged to read and 

write for pleasure and it was great to see this so much in evidence during the evening.” 

Year 7 student Lottie Bond’s poem has been selected as the BVC entry in the annual schools’ Betjeman 

Poetry Prize.                                                                                                                                                                                          

PRIDE 
The closet wasn’t really an option for me because I’m loud and I’m proud 

but for lots that’s not allowed 

As they recognise that it is not safe to come out, they are filled with wonder, drowning in doubt  

Because it’s 2018, or 20gayteen so why are some teens just so very mean as ‘’you’re so gay’’ is so                
commonly heard and ‘coming out’ seems so easy.  

Just three simple words: I am ………... 

But it is not that easy, the idea itself makes you feel queasy 

as homophobic parents and religions bring hate, and it makes all your courage seem to deflate  

to ‘I’m fine’ and ‘it doesn’t matter’  

and you tell yourself you just need to tell him/her,  

but you can’t. 

Can’t utter those words, 

Those three simple words so rarely heard by disapproving parents 

Who wouldn’t actually care, because they are not disapproving, and you are just scared  

Of the people at school, the ones that say ‘that’s so gay’ 

and even the ones that don’t care scare you every day. 

So, you stay in the closet   

Until one day, you come out  

Give in to the wonder  

Forget all the doubt 

And acknowledge the fact that you should have pride 

Pride in yourself  

And the fact you won’t have to hide. 
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Art 

Shakespeare Festival 

Our Year 10 drama students took part in the Cambridge Schools Shakespeare Festival at  Netherhall School. They 

were joined on stage by dancers from year 8&9 in their devised interpretation of Macbeth. 

Year 11 GCSE Art students filled the 

Prom area with their exam pieces. 
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Maths 
Young mathematicians from BVC 
have been honoured for their 
achievements in a national                        
competition. 

Over 260,000 students from across 
the country took part in the annual 
Junior Maths Challenge – with               
Bassingbourn Village College                    
scooping four Gold, 15 Silver & 20 
Bronze certificates. 

The BVC Gold award winners were 
Ellie-Rose Kingsley, Evelyn Marshall, 
Elliot Perkin and Patrick Weekes.       
Elliot (year 7) and Patrick (year 8) 
picked up best-in-year  certificates 
with Patrick collecting an award for 
achieving the highest mark of the 
BVC entrants. Patrick was also                     
invited to sit the next stage of the 
competition, the Junior Mathematical Kangaroo. 

Duncan Cooper, BVC Principal, said: “It’s great to see these young people being honoured in this way. 
They have done really well – and Patrick in particular should be congratulated for winning his way 
through to the next round.” 

Science 

Lottie Bond was one of 6 students from BVC to compete in a week-long science competition at Swavesy 
Village College. Here she describes the competition: 
 

I4 schools took part on different days through the week. We worked really well together as a team but 
unfortunately we didn’t win. My team-mates were Archie Lievesley, Fraser Clapam, Matthew Kendrick, 
Izzy Inskip and Millie Elliott-Moulden. 
 

We had two hours to                   
complete three challenges 
and a quiz – two students 
each doing the Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics               
challenges. 
 

The theme of the competi-
tion was the FIFA World Cup 
with the activities based 
around the on-going                         
tournament. Biology looked 
at anti-doping tests;                      
Chemistry investigated the 
metal awards; Physics tested 
reaction times; and the quiz 
was based on information 
from previous World Cup                             
tournaments. 
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Prom 2018 
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CCSS 

Humanities 

The relationship between BVC and CCSS (Cambridge Centre for Sixth Form Studies) continues to thrive 
with a group of our Year 10 students sitting their GCSE Psychology exam after just a year of study. 

Lessons were carried out by Skype during after-school sessions which students all agreed worked well 
and was a welcome extension to their studies. 

Alfie Duckett summed up his fellow students’ remarks: “Opening our minds to a whole new subject was 
very interesting. We worked quickly and effectively and it taught us 
to pace ourselves with homework and revision.” 

Year 11 students (right) also enjoyed on-line classes as part of their 
GCSE Maths course, enabling the top sets to access higher level         
support. 

As part of our Curriculum Day, a large group of Year 9 students 
(some pictured right) spent the day  at CCSS, following a timetable 
which included lessons in Law, Psychology, Economics, Politics  and 
Philosophy. 

The students also met Principal                  
Stuart Nicholson and Deputy                            
Principal Denise Hammersley, who 
spoke about the opportunities                    
available to students at CCSS. The 
school makes a small amount of                  
bursaries available to BVC students to 
study at Alevel. 

CCSS is independent sixth-form              
college for boarding and day students 
offering a wide choice of courses, 
based in central Cambridge.  

A group of Humanities students were invited to represent BVC at the inaugural Millicent Fawcett work-
shop , held at Newnham College, Cambridge.  

Jon Cheeseright, William Pack, Becca Hannon, Katie Wilkins, Kaitlyn Tennant and Ciara Free spent the day 
at the college completing workshops based on history, geography and politics, based around the               
suffragist movement. They were able to use original material to research the history of the movement 
which has strong connections with Newnham College. 

https://www.ccss.co.uk/about-us/tutors-and-staff/the-deputy-principal/
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Debating & Public Speaking 
Year 11 student Iain Lynn’s passion for public speaking has taken him all the way to parliament.  

16-year-old Iain was invited to address MPs at a special cross-party meeting to promote the importance of 
teaching oracy skills in school. 

The Speaking Up event was chaired by MP Emma Hardy and attracted a wide audience of MPs, education 
leaders, communications specialists and Children’s Minister Nadim Zahawi. Iain was asked to attend as the 
English-Speaking Union’s (ESU) representative and was praised for his speech which highlighted the                 
inequality oracy skills are given in many schools. 

He said: “To me, being able to speak up is as important a 
life skill as being able to do Maths – and yet it’s not a 
compulsory part of our education. That needs to change 
and hopefully the Speaking Up campaign will help do 
that. Everyone needs to be able to speak up for them-
selves, whether it’s in a board meeting or giving your             
order at MacDonalds.” 

He will continue to represent the voice of UK young              
people as part of the committee formed by Emma Hardy 
MP to move the Speaking Up campaign forward. 

In recognition of his work in promoting oracy as a                   
necessary skill for young people, Iain was named Student 
of the Year at the 2018 Cambridge Education Awards. 
 

Iain and fellow Year 11 student Adam Castle (right)               
finished off their BVC debating careers in style – by 
speaking at the world famous Oxford Union. 

The boys were invited to compete in the Oxford Arts               
Festival Schools Debating Competition following their  
success in the Pixl Up For the Debate competition in 2016 
when they were runners up at the national final at Eton 
College. 

The Oxford debate took the form of a day-long competition, with the boys competing in four different             
debates. Adam and Iain showed great skill and narrowly missed a place in the final.  

Both boys hope to continue their studies – and debating – at Hills Road Sixth Form College in September. 

Iain started debating at BVC in Year 9. This is his story: 

When I first started debating at BVC, I never dreamed it would be anything more than part of the English 
syllabus. Likewise when Joe Heavey, Adam Castle and myself went to the Pixl UpforDebate final at Eton, 
we were amazed that we’d got that far and hadn’t even prepared for the final. When we were named as 
one of the two teams taking part in the grand final, we were shocked and stunned!  

Over the past 2 years every expectation I have had has been exceeded. When we started a debating club 
at BVC we expected only a handful of students to turn up – then we had to make a second group because 
there was such a demand. At every step of the journey, I have been accompanied by incredible speakers 
and friends, people who brought such different styles and energies, it was like I was debating for the first 
time at every competition. Speakers such as, Joe, Adam and Ed Evans, and our teachers Mrs Boxall and 
Mrs Daniells.  

It may sound false, but debating is truly not about winning competitions, it’s about so much more, it’s 
about meeting new people, it’s about honing your speaking skills, and it’s about being able to stand up 
and speak out. That may be terrifying for some - I still feel sick to my stomach before every speech, even if 
it’s just in front of my own parents. But the most important lesson oracy can teach you is that just                  
because you’re nervous doesn’t mean you shouldn’t do it. It means you should do it all the more, because 
it is never as bad as you think it’ll be.” 



 

13 www.bassingbournvc.net 

Humanities 

Year 10 RE students have an annual visit to Walsingham in  Norfolk. Katie Brown describes the trip: 

Walsingham is famed for its religious shrines in honour of the             

Virgin Mary and attracts around 250,000 pilgrims each year, as 

individuals or as parish groups accompanied by their priest. It also 

contains the ruins of two medieval monastic houses. So, the trip 

was a great opportunity for students to enhance their knowledge 

on the Christian faith and experience first-hand the significance of 

the holy site that pilgrims have visited for centuries. 

Once arriving at Walsingham, we were greeted and welcomed to 

the shrine by Pauline Lovelock and Geoff Arden. They both did an excellent job of guiding us around the 

historic sites and involving us in the various activities that pilgrims do when they come to Walsingham. 

We were first walked through the outside area of the chapel of reconciliation (Roman Catholic); when the 

number of pilgrims exceeds the capacity of the Chapel, the panelling at the back of the sanctuary can be 

opened up and the altar becomes the focal point for pilgrims gathered in the Shrine grounds. Then we 

were lead into the Slipper Chapel which served pilgrims on their way to England’s Nazareth. After leaving 

the Slipper Chapel, students continued to the inside of the Chapel of reconciliation, The building of this 

Chapel of Our Lady of Reconciliation began in September 1980 to replace an open-air altar - when inside 

the chapel, students got the chance to look around at the altar, tabernacle and other features of the 

chapel as well as listen to Geoff & Pauline about the chapel and other aspects of the Christian faith. 

Every day at Walsingham, pilgrim groups walk along the Holy Mile, students also got the opportunity to 

do this and enjoyed the countryside scenery. We were encouraged whilst on the walk to think and reflect 

as that is what many pilgrims do when on the walk. We soon reached the end of the holy mile and made a 

quick visit in the Chapel of St Seraphim (Orthodox) - here we got to experience another denomination of 

Christianity and take in the different methods/rituals. We     

continued walking through the quaint streets and arrived at 

the Anglican Shrine, close to the ruins of the original Priory.  

Finally, students got to experience the Sprinkling service. After 

a few words from the Priest, we made our way down and 

drank some of the holy water from a ladle, got the cross 

marked in the water on our heads, and had the water poured 

into our hands.  

We all thoroughly enjoyed the trip, not only did it give us an 

experience of what pilgrims do, but it taught us valuable            

information on the faith which will certainly help to              

strengthen the students’ knowledge. Thank you very much to 

Mrs Miller for organising and leading the trip, Miss Ward, Mrs 

Reader and everyone at Walsingham for welcoming us so 

warmly and guiding us throughout the day.  

For a longer version of this article please see our website: 

www.bassingbournvc.net/2018/07/20/walsingham-pilgrimage 
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Careers 
Edward Evans, Year 10, tells of his spell of work experience at 
Henley: 

Just weeks after being let loose commentating on the live 
stream from Henley Women’s Regatta, I was invited back to 
work with the Internal Press Team at Henley’s Royal Regatta 
(HRR), which is the most recognisable, and perhaps the most 
revered River Regatta in the world.  My working day included 
liaising with, and supporting outside media accreditation,                    
interviewing athletes after races, writing the Regatta’s daily 
‘Inside Lines’, and supporting BT Sport’s broadcasting of the 
Regatta to its widest ever audience.  

During the record breaking and sweltering Regatta, my                             
personal highlight was escorting Mahé Drysdale (2 time                       
Olympic gold medalist, 5 time World Champion, and now 6 
time winner of the diamond sculls at HRR) on his media duties 
for BT Sport, and Sunset & Vine and interviewing media                               
sensations the O’Donovan brothers amongst many other                   
successful rowers. I advised the presenters of BT Sport as to the 
significance of the many records being broken and crew                    
combinations in the context of the rowing world using my own 
first-hand knowledge of the sport. On top of this, I contributed to the daily ‘Inside Lines’ of HRR, which 
rounds up the most exciting racing from each day, and previews the following day’s racing.  

The experience of being at HRR gave me invaluable insight into the world of journalism, press, and PR.  I 
discovered that those in the industry have varied backgrounds and life experiences bringing with them 
passion and devotion to the cause they serve. In a single word, the whole 7 day experience was, without 
exaggeration, ‘inspirational’.  

Students considering a career in medicine were spellbound by a talk given by BVC parent Elizabeth 
Kendrick 

Dr Kendrick is a GP at Buntingford Health Centre and has a special interest in older people. She is the 
Hertfordshire and West Essex STP deputy clinical frailty lead. 

A group of students heard what is involved in going to medical school, being a junior doctor, different 
medicine specialisms and what might be the first steps to find out more. Dr Kendrick also talked about the 
emotional impact of being a doctor. 

The talk was organised by Mr Taylor as part of a series of talks by BVC parents on a range of different       
occupations. 
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Careers 

Oli P: Our experience was simply amazing - throughout the week I thoroughly enjoyed all the activities I 
participated in. ARM, which stands for Advanced RISC Machines, is a company that designs chips used 
within 97% of technology.  

Within the week we had multiple tasks to do: the main task was in groups where we worked together for 
a solution to a problem presented to us by UNICEF. Other tasks required us to create advertisements and 
work together in cryptography challenge. The skills learnt throughout this experience will benefit me ex-
tremely as I had to perform with strangers to fulfil a solution to the problem; giving me good decision-
making skills, communication skills and leadership skills as I acted as a leader within the group itself.  

Overall I would highly recommend for others to take this opportunity if presented to them as it was a 
highly beneficial and enjoyable experience for me to partake in. 
 

Ed: The week at ARM was based around one key problem – chosen out of the three that were supplied 
by UNICEF – that we had to create a solution for using an ARM processor. After first designing our solution 
to this problem, we had to create a presentation about it which we used when we pitched the idea on the 
last day to the whole group and some ARM employees.  

We worked in teams throughout the week, building up our teamwork and communication skills, and there 
were a plethora of informative talks from members of the company: engineers, software developers,         
quality controllers, lawyers, patent writers – we also got to meet one of the 12 founders who talked about 
what it was like creating the £24 billion company that ARM is today.  

I particularly enjoyed the demonstrations (eg. Rubik's cube solving lego robot), talks from employees, the 
careers carousel, gaining my silver industrial cadets certificate, how my teamwork/communication skills 
improved … and the food at breaks! 
 

Oli H: I did lots of interesting things and had many great experiences at ARM - from lots of different talks 
to a display of a Rubik’s cube-solving robot. In particular I enjoyed the cryptography challenge where we 
all worked together as one group to reach a common goal. Overall I enjoyed my experience and felt that 
my team grew in confidence, creating a great presentation and making us runners-up in the competition 
on the last day. 
 

Our photograph above shows the BVC students with Simon Humphrey, Senior Sustainability Manager at 
ARM. 

Three of our Year 10 students were fortunate enough to be selected for a Careers Week workshop at                              
international technology company ARM. Based in Cambridge, the boys travelled in each day and took part in 
workshops, project development and office-based problem-solving. Oliver Pulley, Edward Weekes and Oliver 
Haley comment on their week: 



 

16 www.bassingbournvc.net 

 

Exams 

World Challenge 

Year 11 students are currently in Tanzania on their World Challenge trip. The students have been fund-
raising and preparing for their expedition for two years and plan to help with a project in a local school, 
camp and trek in the foothills of Kilimanjaro and go on safari. Teachers Jude Shortt and Rachel Ward are 
accompanying them. 

Results Day is 23rd August 2018 and results are available for collection from school between 9-11am. 

Please remember that the results belong to the student concerned and will not be released to anyone 
else unless the following protocol is followed. 
 

If you are unable to attend in person you MUST either: 

Give a stamped addressed envelope to Mrs Jenkins before the end of term. Results will be posted on 
Thursday afternoon, 23rd August.  Or 

Give a letter of permission from the student (not from their parents) to Mrs Jenkins detailing 
who they are designating as the appropriate person to pick up their results for them. This person must 
bring ID. Results will not be released to anyone other than this person. 
 

Results will not be released to anyone but the student unless one of these 2 conditions are in place by the 
end of term. 
 

Results will not be emailed or given over the phone 
 

Should your summer plans change, students may email details to Mrs Jenkins about who can pick up their 
results but this email must come from them before we break up on 24th July 2018, via their own e-mail 
account - not a friend's or parent's. As we are having electrical work carried out in school during the           
summer holidays, we may not be able to receive emails from 25th July, therefore we will only accept 
letters from 25th July until results day. A stamped addressed envelope must also be provided and it 
must have arrived by Wednesday 22nd August. 

Please address the envelope as follows: 

FAO Sue Jenkins exams officer (results), Bassingbourn Village College, South End, Bassingbourn Royston 
Herts SG8 5NJ 
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Sports Awards 
Over 90 of our very best sports students attended the annual BVC Sports Awards evening.  
 

The top awards of the evening were presented to Ross Bradford and Libby Taylor. Libby, a county-level 
athlete, has also been named as a finalist in the Cambridge News Education Award’s Sports Student of 
the Year. Helen Gilder, head of PE, said: “Since starting at BVC, Libby has been sport mad! She is the most 
amazing role model and inspires others. In addition to her own achievements, Libby has helped coach 
athletics and really helped younger pupils to improve. She has been part of the leadership academy, a 
GCSE PE student and a Sports Captain.” 
 

Other award winners were:  

Football Josh Izzard & Elle Sarter 

Basketball Kye Watson 

Cricket Patrick Robinson 

Netball Lydia Cornwell & Jess Gant 

Athletics Max Bowen & Shauna Tynan 

Rounders Emma Hodge & Rosanna Snook 

Rugby Billy Turkington 

Hockey Emily Castle & Ginevra Harraway 

Service to PE Harriet French 

Outstanding Performance Ash Whelan & Melissa Phillips 

Most Improved Player   Elizabeth Tidmarsh 

GCSE Student of the Year Libby Taylor 

Exceptional Talent Amber Holloway-Hutchinson & Ben Cutmore 

Outstanding Effort Adam Russell & Imogen Barratt 

Sportsman of the Year     Ross Bradford 

Sportswoman of the Year Libby Taylor 

Team of the Year Year 11 Netball 
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Sports Day 

Well done to everyone who took part in our 
immersive fundraising Sports Day – whether 
it was running a race or running a stall, you 

were all brilliant! 
 

Final total for fundraising: £458.54, all will go 
to UNICEF 

 

Here’s a selection of photographs from                  
the official Sports Day photographers                       

James Gilbert and Archie Lievesley. 
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Sports Day 
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If you are a former pupil of Bassingbourn Village College and would like to be kept up-to-date with college news 

and future reunions, please email your details to alumni@bassingbournvc.net  

Alumni News 

When were you a pupil at BVC?  I went to BVC from 
1992 - 97. My two older brothers Steven and Paul also 
attended but Steven had left before I started. Paul was a 
good older brother at school and looked out for me. 

Any particular memories of what you did at BVC? 

I have lots of good memories from lessons, drama                
productions, cookies at break, disco’s, sports tours to 
Holland and Grafham Water ... It’s probably one of the 
times in my life I remember the most. 

Memorable or inspirational teachers? 

Without a doubt Mr Johnson my PE teacher is at the top 
of my list. The time he gave to us all outside of lessons 
was incredible. Hockey, however, was not his sport and 
when I reached year 8 I vividly remember him saying to 
me that he’d taught me all he knew and that I needed to 
get better coaching elsewhere. He connected me with a 
local club and arranged for a specialist teacher to run  
courses for us in the holidays. I 
also really liked Mr Starkey, my 
geography/PE teacher, a very 
calm man that made me want 
to do well in his lessons. Mr 
Wilson (music and Spurs fan), 
Mrs Brent (English), Mr                 
Andrews (my tutor/maths) 
were also favourites, they 
loved their subjects and it 
made you enjoy them more 
too. Finally, Mrs Harris and Mrs 
Whipp, our Headteacher and 
Deputy respectively. They had 
such presence around the school and were always 
dressed impeccably. 

Where did you go after BVC?   

After BVC I went to Hills Road Sixth Form College but I 
didn't do particularly well. I started becoming too                
interested in playing hockey and not concentrating on 
my studies. After a year out playing sport and being          
supported by my Mum and Dad I decided University was 
a better option than work. Fortunately my hockey was 
going well and I was offered a place at Brunel University, 
London despite my poor A levels. It was one of the best 
sporting Universities at the time. I studied Sports           
Science, worked hard and graduated with a First Class 
Degree. 
 

By this point I had made the England Senior Squad and in 
2002 won a Silver Medal at the Commonwealth Games 

in Manchester. I went on to achieve 124 England and 
Great Britain caps competing at a World Cup, 3 European 
Cups, a further CWG in 2006 and then the Olympic 
Games in Beijing 2008. I was fortunate enough to travel 
the World; playing and training in some incredible cities. 
Scoring a penalty in Argentina in front of thousands of 
people is a moment I will never forget. The adrenaline 
you feel walking out in the opening ceremony of the 
Olympic Games is also very special. 

Where do you live now? What is your current career?  

I now live in Grantchester, Cambridge with my husband 
and two children (Teddy 3 and Fin 1). After my playing 
career I qualified as a teacher and I work part time at St 
Faith’s school teaching hockey. I also run my own hockey 
coaching company that teaches beginners aged 5 up to 
International standard (www.classhockey.com). I enjoy 
coaching young players, watching them develop and find 

genuine pleasure when they 
get selected for teams,                    
especially those that are now 
playing for England. I enjoy the 
challenges of running my own 
business. It tests me in areas I 
am not so confident with and 
keeps my life interesting. It also 
means the better job I do then 
hopefully, the more successful 
the business will be. 

Any advice you’d like to pass 
onto BVC students now? 

 When I left BVC I had no idea 
what I wanted to do for a living, I just wanted to play 
sport. Fortunately, with the support of my parents I was 
able to do this and was given the opportunity to see if I 
could represent my country. I have no doubt you've 
been told ‘to follow your dreams’, ‘set your sights high 
as its amazing what you can achieve’. That is all true. All I 
would add to this is don't expect life to be easy. You 
don't achieve without effort and that’s making an effort 
when you don't really want to give it ... getting up in the 
morning when you don't want to! Everyone faces                     
challenges, seek help when you need to but above all its 
down to you. You have to put yourself out there, that’s 
when you find opportunities or that little bit of luck you 
needed lands in your lap.                                                                                                 
Lastly, enjoy the journey! 

Jo is happy to help anyone interested in a sporting              
career - contact her through her website (above). 

Jo Ellis is a former BVC student and world-class hockey player - with over 120 England and Great Britain caps to 

her credit, playing in World Cup, European Cup, Commonwealth and Olympic Games. 

Jo in action (right) 

http://www.classhockey.com/

