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MFL  

Well done to those who took part in the MFL Spelling Bee, an intercollege competition for Yr 7students. 

Semi-finalists are photographed above (French) and below (Spanish). Winners were (French) Cara Button, Imogen 
Cox, Julia Whiteley, Grace Bonley, Thomas Ordell-Makower and (Spanish) Samuel Oddy, Amelia Taylor, Eleanor 
Murfitt, Anna Lock and Reya Cretton.  The BVC final will be held at the end of the summer term. 

A lucky group of Year 9 students spent a day in 
Cambridge finding out what it is like to study               
languages at university. 

 They spent the morning at the Modern & Medieval    
Languages department where current staff and students 
spoke about their experiences of studying languages 
after A levels and how the university application process 
works.  

During the afternoon the Bassingbourn students had a 
tour of our link college – Newnham College (left), the 
home of the Women’s Sufferage movement. 
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What a busy term we have had. So much has happened during the past three months that I almost 
don’t know where to start … 

We have hosted students from our exchange partners in France and Spain; welcomed guest speakers and drama 
events; the annual Dance Show; the start of the practical GCSE exams; fundraising cake sales, raffles and the now 
traditional staff/student volleyball match; the PFA quiz; and saw local professions donate their time and expertise 
to speak to our students in a number of careers events. 

I have been very proud of the students who have gone out and represented BVC at a wide range of events,                  
competitions and matches - and how well they all did! The girls’ football team did brilliantly in the national cup 
whilst at District level we have shown that our sports players are a force to be reckoned with. Congratulations, too, 
to our senior sports stars who were honoured at the Roy Burrell Awards … particularly Sportsman of the Year, Ben 
Cutmore. Our debating teams were also impressive, winning their way through the initial rounds of their                                 
competitions - all of them speaking together for the very first time. We were also complimented on the work                    
produced by our artists for the annual Cambs Young Artists Exhibition in Sawston. Students also enjoyed trips to 
Cambridge University, attending Science and MFL workshops. 

As many of you may know, we have reviewed our student voice provision and have decided to change the                               
hierarchy of student representatives — with Heads of 
House appointed for each college along with subject 
captains and ambassadors.  Many congratulations to 
all those who stood for election and our first Heads of 
House (right) — Katie Cheeseright (Keller), Archie 
Lievesley (Moore), Annie Safford (Luther King) and 
Ollie Rogers (Shakespeare). 

This term has seen Cover Supervisor Stef Pack and 
GTP trainees Amelia Bass and Richard Crisford join 
our team and it is great to have them on board. It’s 
never easy to lose staff but sadly Laura Pleszko will 
not be returning following her maternity leave. We 
wish her and her young family all good wishes for the 
future. I’d also like to thank those members of staff 
who have given up their time to help our Year 11                
students with revision sessions, exam preparation and                
support as they approach their last term with us. 

As we enter our third year of collaboration with               
Cambridge Centre for Sixth Form Studies (CCSS), we 
are continuing with higher level Year 11 Maths              
support and GCSE Psychology for a group of Year 10s. 
CCSS has recently merged with the Stephen Perse 
Foundation and I have had a very positive meeting 
with the Principal, Tricia Kelleher, who is very keen to 
develop our relationship even further. 

Looking out to the local community, we have                         
continued to work with community leaders as part of 
the Bassingbourn Practical Solutions Group. Yr 11       
students Cassie and Ed have attended these meetings 
along with myself and Ann Lynn and I’m pleased to 
say that we have had some very positive feedback 
and plans are underway for a community event later 
in the summer. 

Finally, can I add a personal note to say how delighted 
I am to be appointed Principal of Bassingbourn Village 
College. I have been here for 12 years and when I take 
up the role in September it really will be a dream 
come true.                                                   Vickey Poulter  

We are very proud of all our students’ achievements 
and like to share them publically as often as we can. 
 

To keep up to date with what’s happening in college, 
please make sure you have subscribed to our                      
Parentmail service. 
 

The weekly student powerpoint and parent mailing 
keeps parents and students informed of events that 
have happened and calendar dates to look out for. 
 

For a more ‘instant fix’, why not follow our news feed 
on Twitter (www.twitter.com/Bassingbournvc) or                      
Facebook (www.facebook.com/bassingbournvc)? 
 

Alumni can keep in touch with the college through our 
dedicated LinkedIn Bassingbourn Village College 
group (www.linkedin.com/groups/8369302) or by                     
emailing alumni@bassingbournvc.net and asking to be 
added to our database. 

 

Head’s Message 
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Celebration Breakfasts 

Year 10 English students have been writing to celebrities as part of their GCSE English Language course.  

Their task was simply to write a letter to a celebrity of 
their choice, explaining why they admired them and                         
persuading them to reply with a signed photo. 

Well done to international cyclist Quillan Isidore who 
sent more than that … Harriet Alexander received a 
signed top from him instead! 

A top BMX cyclist herself, Harriet’s letter explained how 
much she admired Quillan and looked on him as a role                 
model. Quillan’s reply was a lengthy, but modest, letter                    
answering Harriet’s questions, encouraging her own                   
performance and sending one of his shirts for good luck. 

Students who are performing well were treated to a celebration breakfast, courtesy of Heads of Years 
Mrs Netteton and Ms Harris.  

The top 20 students from Years 7/8 and 9/10 - ie those who have gained the most merits so far this academic year - 
enjoyed a celebration breakfast of croissants, fruit and hot chocolate.  

Members of the BVC History Club were                         
delighted to receive a surprise gift – a large, 
glossy book produced to commemorate the 
centenary of the First World War. 

The Centenary of the First World War - How the             
Nation Remembered was sent to every school in              
Britain as part of a Government initiative to engage 
young people to learn and understand more about 
the First World War and how it shaped the world  
today.  

Using over 450 photographs, the book showcases a 
cross section of the thousands of events which were 
held to commemorate the key moments of the Great 
War, from major government-led events to small 
scale local projects. 

The BVC History Club meets every Wednesday 
lunchtime in Mr Christie’s room. 

Literacy 

History 
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Debating & Public Speaking 

The Spring term has been a busy time for our oracy students. Our teams all won through to their                   
regional heats and were rewarded with an invitation to visit the world-famous Cambridge Union                    
debating chamber. 

The Cambridge trip was a celebration of the end of the debate season which saw the students successfully compete 
in a number of debating and public speaking competitions.  

Now the oldest debating society in the world, and the largest student society in Cambridge, the Cambridge Union 
remains a unique forum for public debate. In the past the Society has hosted such great figures as Winston Churchill, 
Theodore Roosevelt and the current Dalai Lama. 

BVC students were lucky enough to sit in on the hustings event for the forthcoming Union elections, listening to a 
cross section of University of Cambridge students pitch for positions on the Union council. 

Guest debaters for the evening included Sr Chris Ham, former Chief Executive of the Kings Fund; Dame Elizabeth             
Anionwu, founder of the Mary Seacole Centre for Nursing Practice and one of the most influential nurses in the NHS; 
Eleanor Smith, Labour MP and former theatre nurse; and Baroness Jolly, Lib Dem spokeswoman for Health. Their 
motion was This House Regrets The NHS’s Status As A National Religion. 

          Our younger public speaking team did brilliantly when they took part in the Cambridge finals of the Rotary’s 
Youth Speaks competition. Well done to Year 10 students Katie, Beth and Ciara who were taking part in their first 
series of public speaking competitions. 

Katie spoke on the topic Feminism and why it should be encouraged. The BVC team acquitted themselves well and 
were praised by the judges for their performance – the winning team was from the Perse School. The event was held 
at Lodge of Three Grand Principles, Bateman Street, Cambridge, and attracted schools from all over East Anglia. 

          Our Year 11 trio competed in the Cambridge heat of the Churchill public speaking competition at The Perse 
school, Cambridge. 

The BVC team – Ed, Cassie and Becca – were awarded Best Speaker (Ed), Best Questioner (Cassie) and all three went 
through to next round. Whilst this was Ed’s third time taking part in the competition, Becca’s polished performance 
belied the fact that it was her first attempt at public speaking. Ed chose to speak on the topic: It is not the role of Art 
to entertain, but to critique and debate. 

Competition during the evening was tough with the Bassingbourn speakers competing against teams from The 
Perse, St Mary’s and St Bedes.  

Organised by the English Speaking Union, the national competition is open to students in years 9-11 and culminates 
in the final held in Churchill College, Cambridge, in April. 

Ed, Cassie and Becca then went on to compete in the Cambridge and Welland Valley branch finals at Cambourne 
Village College. 

They were up against tough              
competition from                                       
Wellingborough, Oundle and St 
Bedes schools, with Oundle       
being overall winner. 

However, true to form, BVC              
didn’t come away empty-
handed as Ed was awarded Best 
Speaker of the evening for his 
speech. 

The team were well supported 
by students from all years 
(right). Many thanks to Mrs             
Boxall, Mrs Daniells and Mrs 
Lynn who coached the teams. 
Next term will see a series of                   
in-house debates for members 
of Years 7 and 8. 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award 

University Outreach 

BVC has been awarded a special certificate to mark the fact that we are now a Directly Licenced Centre 
to run the world-famous Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

The award was presented to  Miss Rachel Ward, Head of Geography, who leads our DofE challenges and is herself a 
Gold Award holder. 

Duke of Edinburgh Award is a charity for young people, those that are adventurous, caring, sporty, creative … how-
ever you might describe yourself, the Award is for you. At BVC the Bronze Award is available for students in years 
10 and 11. 

To achieve the award students need to complete four sections: 

Volunteering: 
To make a difference within your community or 
helping individuals 
Skill: 
To develop practical and social skills and personal 
interests 
Physical: 
To achieve greater physical fitness and a healthy 
lifestyle through sport 
Expedition: 
To get a sense of adventure and discovery, by                     
planning, training for and completing an                              
adventurous journey as part of a team. We                        
complete two weekends camping and adventuring. 

A number of Year 11 students visited Cambridge to take part in a Physics Outreach Day.  

Students spent the morning looking round Churchill College before moving onto the Cavendish Laboratory for an 
Isaac Physics workshop involving an afternoon of lectures and practical experiments. 

The Isaac Physics initiative is a national project modelled on the lecture-supervision system that forms a big part of 
studying at Cambridge. Students worked in groups to solve interesting Physics projects with a lecturer/supervisor. 
The students are able to log into the Isaac website to continue using Isaac methods to improve GCSE and A-level 
grades and to prepare to apply to university. 

The Cavendish museum houses many historically important                
pieces of apparatus which have contributed to major discoveries 
by members of the Laboratory. Exhibits include apparatus used 
by Maxwell, Thomson, Rutherford, Aston, Cockcroft and Walton. 
Post Second World War exhibits include the discovery of pulsars, 
and the structure of the DNA molecule.  
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Literacy 

Afterwards … poems by Year 7 students 

Afterwards I think 

About my childhood toys 

Washing my Barbie’s hair in the sink 

That always brought me and my friends such joys 

Deep sea diving in the back yard 

Leaving this behind has been hard 

 

But what lay ahead 

My new Bratz dolls 

Until that fad went dead 

And I was obsessed by trolls 

I have special memories linked with those toys 

The fun, the laughter and all the noise. 

 
But what hit me most was when I grew up 

No more Owl, or Rabbit or Winnie the Pooh 

And no more tea parties with my doll Buttercup 

No more bouncing with Tigger or Roo 

But at times I still think 

About my Barbies in the sink. 

 

The way they spoke to me like a snowflake on my nose 

And soft whispers in my ear 

“Ella, Ella, don’t slip into another doze, 

You’ve got school tomorrow. Do you hear?” 

But my toys were my childhood and I’m grateful for that 

For my soft white bear, and his warm, woollen hat.  

                                                                   Gabriella & Maisie 

Afterwards the death by night 

I could a tale unfold 

Who’s lightest word would harrow up the soul 

Freeze the blood 

Make one’s very soul be banished to the darkest depths of hell 

No life may remain on this barren scape 

The creeping, beating heart 

Stalk the night’s sky 

And then you see the eyes in the dark 

And all at once it is all over.                                            Cameron 

This year’s World Book Day challenge saw students  guessing which members of staff were hidden              
behind their favourite books. 

Biographies, children’s stories, travel books and classic novels featured heavily in the display with only a glimpse of 
hands and a classroom or office to  give additional clues. Congratulations to tutor groups MAC and LKRC/GC  and 
students Stella, Amelia, Katie and Liam who had the most correct guesses.    
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Careers 

Year 11 students received valuable interview experience from local professionals prior to their all-
important post16 interviews (above). 

As each student has to undergo an interview scenario at their chosen sixth form college or apprenticeship scheme, 
it is important that students are experienced at being in the hot seat and know how to behave in what can be an 
intimidating situation. Professionals from local companies such as Johnson Mattey, RK Print, Technical Moves, 
Aveva, Pure, Dovetail and Mediatek, as well as representatives from the Navy and the CBI, took part in the event 
which saw almost 150 students interviewed during a morning. Students were all given individual feedback           
following their interviews. 

Organised by Rebecca Hields, assistant Principal at BVC, and Mariana Soberon of Form the Future, the event was a 
great success. 

Mariana commented:” It is always great to introduce employers to Bassingbourn Village College. Our volunteers 
were delighted to be there and each student spent 15 minutes, including interview and feedback, talking with 
them. The feedback from the students was also extremely positive.” 

      Year 9 students travelled to Anglia Ruskin University  to participate in an event  designed to                   
promote forward thinking for everything from GCSE choices to career ideas. 

The Eyes on the Prize experience attracted almost 2,000 students from across the region, with a careers and                    
education fair, tour of the campus and talk on student life. For students it was a chance to learn more about                 
apprenticeships, post 16 colleges and university. 

BVC students agreed that the day was a great success, commenting: 

“It was interesting to learn how much I could earn when I leave school if I work hard and get the right job,” Hadyn. 

“The trip was fun and a very good experience. We learnt a 
lot about handling money and saving.” James. 

“The best thing was the opportunity to find out all the things 
I can do in the future.” Connor. 

      Well done to students in Year 7 who took part in 
their first ever Careers Event (right).  

What’s My Line saw the students take turns in asking                   
questions of professionals from various companies and then 
attempt to guess what their job was.  
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Science 

Henry Morris Funding 

Year 7 students had fun creating some 
amazing models of the Solar System. 

Two BVC students have come up trumps by applying to the Henry Morris Trust for help in funding their 
World Challenge trips. 

Max Bacon, year 11, and Maddie Saggers, year 10, were awarded £100 each following their application and             
interview at Queens College in Cambridge  

The Henry Morris Memorial Trust provides financial awards to students 
aged 13-19 who go to school in Cambridgeshire. The awards are          
usually for travel to help with their education, or to help in developing 
their confidence or independence. Awards are also made for home-
based projects.  

Max has now completed the £3400 he needed to raise for his World 
Challenge trip this summer whilst Maddie will be using her funds to 
help extend the range of  unique cards that she designs and sells to 
raise funds for her trip in 2020. Maddie’s cards can be purchased here: 

www.etsy.com/uk/shop/MaddieSaggersDesign   

Both students say that they hope that their World Challenge expedition 
projects will give them an unique opportunity to fully engage with the 
local community and work with native people and organisations                  
seeking to make a positive local impact.  

 



 

10 www.bassingbournvc.net 

GCSE Drama & Dance 

Year 11 Drama and Dance GCSE students completed their GCSE practical exams at the end of the Spring 
term. 

Looking ahead, Year 10 and 9 students will soon start rehearsals for the Anglian Learning Shakespeare Festival 
which they will be performing at Netherhall school on the evening of July 3rd. 

We are also excited to be taking part in this year’s Elevate festival at Hills Road in Cambridge on Sunday  June 23rd. 

The summer showcase will take place on Wednesday 10th of July. 

As part of our PSHE curriculum provision, Year 9 and 10 students watched a sobering production from 
the AlterEgo drama company - looking at County Lines and the hard-hitting effects of criminal                       
exploitation.  

The play explored the vulnerability of some adults and young people to conduct or facilitate crime and raised 
awareness of Child Criminal Exploitation. The play was followed by a post-show talk exploring the issues raised. 

AlterEgo were commissioned by                  
Norfolk Constabulary to develop an           
Applied Theatre play to raise                     
awareness around Child Criminal                               
Exploitation - specifically the strand of 
the County Lines drug trafficking model 
that sees vulnerable adults and young 
people living in regional areas of the UK 
targeted by organised groups and gangs 
(that have travelled from more urban 
city locations) to groom, trick, trap and 
manipulate them into trafficking drugs 
and weapons. 
These subjects are always hard to face 
but our year 9&10 students handled the 
issues raised with maturity and interest.  
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Dance Show 
The annual BVC Dance Show took place this term to much 

acclaim from students, staff, parents and friends who packed 

into the hall to watch all three performances. 
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Spanish Exchange 

22 students from Escolapios Albacete visited the college on the return leg of our Spanish Exchange.  
Accompanied by teachers Lola Martinez and Francoise Alessandri, the Spanish students stayed with 
families in Bassingbourn and the surrounding villages, having been matched previously when the BVC 
students visited Spain in October last year.  

Lizzie Harris, Year 9, describes the visit:  

“Our Spanish Exchange students came back to England after we visited them in 
Albacete last October. They came to school one day, and did many activities with 
their BVC exchange students - for example, we participated in a treasure hunt and 
took part in a variety of sports including table-tennis and dodgeball. An                 
evening event was held in college with students and host families alike enjoying a 
buffet and … a game of bingo! 

We had a small assembly for the Spanish students which was led by the College 
Captains where they introduced lots of facts about the college. There was also 
some entertainment by BVC students. 

The Spanish students also went to Cambridge and London, where they enjoyed 
punting and looked around the British Museum. We later went out to a                           
restaurant where we ate some delicious food along with some other exchange 
students.  

At the weekend, we went shopping in a big group 
around Cambridge, and had lunch out. We had a                      
traditional roast dinner on the Sunday and in the                            
evening April and her exchange student came to my 
house, where we ate pizza and played Just Dance! On 
the last day we had an English and Science lesson 
(right) with the exchange students, which was very       
enjoyable, then we sadly had to say goodbye.  

Overall it was an amazing experience, I would                        
recommend it to anyone, especially to the students 
who are taking GCSE Spanish as it helped me a lot with 
my speaking and confidence.” 
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French Exchange 

Students from our French partner school Collège Joseph Bédier visited BVC as part of our annual                
language exchange. Over 70 French students spent the week in England, with almost 20 of them staying 
with their BVC exchange partners. Imogen Barratt, Year 9, describes the visit: 

“When the French students arrived it was the very first time we had met them. They brought really lovely gifts like 
sweets, chocolate and wine from their local area. 

On their first day we visited BVC where we took part in a scavenger hunt, a tour of the school and a cookery lesson 
to make scones (below). The French students also visited London where they were lucky enough to see the Lion 
King. They also visited Tesco! The BVC students and our exchange students met up together a lot and went bowling 
and to Airspace which was a lot of fun. 

It was sometimes difficult to communicate but also hilarious as we often ended up miming certain words and      
sentences. When we went out to dinner the students would do funny impressions of animals and people like the 
Queen! 

I feel I have made a new friend and learnt so much already - the visit really helped boost my confidence. We have 
sent each other several letters and have kept in contact through social media. I am very excited to go to France, 
meet my French family and have lots of fun there, too.” 
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Art 

The Cambridgeshire Area Young Artists                            
exhibition was held at Sawston Village College 
during the February half term. 

Sponsored by the Arts Society, the exhibition is now in 
its fifth year. 

Over forty schools participated, including BVC, with each 
school submitting up to two pieces per key stage. Over 
150 pieces of work were on display.  

BVC was represented by Elise Anderton and Stella                        
Morris for KS3 and Ben New (right) and Eve Morris for 
KS4. 

Judges included representatives from Kettle’s Yard and 
Norfolk and  Norwich Festival Bridge. 

 

Food Technology 

It’s been about pasta and presentation in Food lessons this term—Years 7 and 9 looking at the best way to                    

present fruit and the humble chocolate teacake. Older students have been making their own pasta dishes. 
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Art 

The last week of Spring term is a busy one for 
the  Art department. Both Years 10 and 11 are 
involved in practical whole-day exams.  

These photos are from research and planning done 
by Year 10 students in their sketch books for their 
Structures theme.  

We look forward to seeing what they produce in 
their exam displayed around school in the near                 
future. 
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Cadet Assembly 

NCS Award 
Representatives from the National Citizenship Service visited BVC to let Year 11 students know about 
the brilliant opportunities they can sign up to after their summer exams. 

Whilst they were here they also presented Assistant Principal Miss Hields with a GOLD award, recognising the large 
number of BVC alumni who have taken part in NCS activities. 

The NCS is a once in a lifetime opportunity for young people in Year 11 and Year 12. With all places funded by the 
government, it is the biggest youth development programme in England, giving young people the opportunity to 
develop new skills and make 
new friends whilst having 
fun over school holidays. 

NCS participants embark on 
an    outdoor adventure              
residential taking part in  
activities such as climbing, 
archery and zip-wire. They 
then continue their                        
adventure with activities 
that will enhance their                  
personal skills,                    
including  practical work-
shops, and visiting local              
organisations. 

For further information visit 
www.learnbydesign.co.uk/
ncs-school-link-east-ea1 

Year 8 welcomed Flight Sgt Nick Buckle from 2484 Bassingbourn Air Training Squadron to their                   
assembly. 

Flt Sgt Buckle spoke of the many opportunities available to those who joined up to the cadets which meet several 
times a week at Bassingbourn Barracks. Weekend adventure camps, Duke of Edinburgh Award, BTeC qualifications 
and more caught the imagination of the young students. 

A number of BVC students are already members of the squadron and also spoke to students after the assembly. 
There is further information on how to join on their website: http:2484aircadets.org 
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CamSight 

It’s always good to welcome back former students – but even better if they are prepared to take an    
assembly! 

We were fortunate enough to be visited by Nick Burr, a former BVC student and now spokesperson for Cam Sight, a 
charity that supports people of all ages with low vision and blindness across Cambridgeshire. 

Nick lost his eyesight overnight  five years ago due to cancer. 

He told Year 9 students: “Luckily I survived this terrible disease,   
however it did take my eyesight away. Cam Sight were there to help 
me and I was a client for several years. 

“I then started to volunteer for the charity, then moved onto an                       
internship and then a job offer last year. My role is very varied from 
holding public talks to at schools and companies to organising                
fundraising events across Cambridgeshire.” 

Nick explained many of the aids available to blind and partially-
sighted people including phone apps and gadgets to help with                  
making a cup of tea. Amber the guide dog was also introduced to 
students (right). 

A keen sportsman, Nick then led a session of Goalball (below) where 
students took part in a match wearing black-out eye masks and                    
using a ball fitted with a bell. 

Maths Challenge 

Congratulations to the KS4 students who 
entered this year’s Intermediate Maths 
Challenge. 

Certificates were awarded during the end-of-
term achievement assemblies to Jon 
Cheeseright (far right) who received our Best 
in School and a Gold certificate.  Aaron                
Glover was Best in Year 9. 

Mr Taylor (centre) said: “My congratulation to 
both boys who did incredibly well in the           
competition.” 

The Junior Maths Challenge for KS3 students 
will take place during the summer term. 
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Sports News 

    Well done and                            
commiserations to our                      
Under 13 girls who reached 
the quarter finals of the             
national schoolgirl football 
championships (left).  

They played brilliantly in their 
last match but lost 2-1 to Neal 
Wade Academy.  

    Well done to Michael 
Marsh and Kaleb Cooke who 
represented Bassingbourn 
Village College during the 
British Judo Schools                      
Championships in Sheffield . 

They both fought really well 
and each won 2 fights at this 
very competitive level.                   

    Our Year 10 Sports              
Leaders (left) did a great job in 
delivering a New Age Kurling 
Competition. 

The competition was run by  
South Cambs School Sports 
Partnership  who said that they 
”did a great job in supporting 
& encouraging the younger 
children & were a credit to 
themselves & their school.” 
 

    Congratulations to Max 
Crane who has been offered a 
MK Dons FC  Under 18                   
scholarship – such fantastic 
news and testament to many 
years hard training! 
 

     Amber Holloway-
Hutchinson was called up to 
attend an England U14                        
National Performance Camp 
at St Georges Park. Amber 
trained with 30 girls selected 
from 32 Regional Training 
Clubs and 150 Advanced             
Centres in England.  
 

     Our Girls Football                           
Activators (left)  enjoyed  a 
“Game of our Own” training 
day with three of the England 
Lionesses Rachel Yankey, Faye 
White and Kelly Smith.  
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Sports  

Senior BVC sports stars were honoured at the annual Roy Burrell Awards – with diving champion Ben 
Cutmore picking up the prestigious Sportsman of the Year title. 

The event is held annually at Netherhall School to recognise sporting excellence across schools in Cambridgeshire 
and this year saw Helen Richardson Walsh, England Hockey player and gold medal winner at the Olympics, hand 
out the awards. 

Seven year 11 students from Bassingbourn were awarded medals for competing at a high level in their chosen 
sport: 

Ben Cutmore (diving), Max Bowen (athletics), Max Crane (football), Louis Chadwick (football), Fleur Corlett (dance), 
Ed Vickers (trampolining) and Sam Daniels 
(cycling). 

Teachers Dan Beck and Helen Guilder                  
accompanied the students to the event. Ms 
Guilder, join head of PE, said: “This is                             
another amazing achievement for Ben. We 
are so proud of them all. 

“Ben is a superb student. Despite his diving 
commitments, he keeps on top of his work 
load and school work and is an extremely 
level headed and conscientious                                                 
student.  Ben’s achievements in diving are 
amazing and I believe he is the biggest talent 
we have had at Bassingbourn. 

“I am sure that with his commitment and 
focus, we will see him competing at the 
Olympics in the not too distant future.” 

Year 8 student Charlotte Parr has been honoured for 
her coxing skills by the Cambridge Cantabs Rowing 
Club—despite being too young to attend the awards 
evening. 

Charlotte was awarded the Cox of the Year award for her 
performance as cox for Hills Road Sixth Form College’s 
Girls’ Rowing team (left) at the Schools’ Head of the River 
race -  a competitive national event on the Thames. It’s the 
first time this award has been given to a junior. 

The girls came seventh in the School 1st 8+ category, the 
best result by far for Hills Road in recent years. It is the 
first time in at least five years that a Hills Road girls’ crew 
has placed in the top ten at this event – in no small part 
thanks to Charlotte who did amazingly well, really rising to 
the challenge of coxing on the Thames for the very first 
time! 

Charlotte has been coxing for several years, mainly with 
the J18 girls, as far afield as Nottingham, Cambridge,               
London, Eton Dorney and Oxford. Charlotte was only just 
old enough to cox on the Thames this year as the                              
minimum age is 13. 

To perform well, Charlotte has to study the river with            
guidance from the coach, looking at the turns, bridges and 
shallow parts to make sure she gets her team in the                                                              
fastest, best and safest line.  
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If you are a former pupil of Bassingbourn Village College and would like to be kept up-to-date with college news 

and future reunions, please email your details to alumni@bassingbournvc.net  
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When were you a pupil at BVC?  I attended                                  
Bassingbourn Village College between1954 - 58, one of 
the very first students here. It was a great privilege to be 
asked to write a piece for the programme for the Jubilee 
celebrations, which I attended, but I was disappointed 
was that I was the only pupil from the very first year. 

Any particular memories of what you did at BVC? I have 
very fond memories of BVC, in particular sport. I         
captained both football and cricket teams, and played a 
lot of tennis. The first sports day was held at RAF                 
Bassingbourn as the college sports ground was not 
ready. 

I went on the second ever School Journey - nothing 
grand, youth hosteling In Yorkshire. I remember Brinham 
Rocks, the walk across Ikley Moor to Howarth and the 
vicarage just like it was yesterday. It was a great                        
experience, walking every day from one hostel to                  
another. The YHA only allowed walkers or cyclists to stay 
and every one mucked in with the chores.  

What did you do after BVC ? I was always destined to 
go into farming. After the statutory year on Charlie 
Marr’s farm at Malton, now a golf course, I went on to 
Oakland’s Farm Institute where I gained the National 
Certificate in Agricultural with credit along with City & 
Guilds in agricultural engineering. 

On leaving Oakland’s I was very fortunate to secure a job 
with BOCM on their then world-famous demonstration 
farm at Stoke Mandeville in Buckinghamshire. I started 
as a pigman, worked my way up to assistant manager 
then manager. I spent time on advisory work during the 
late sixties in Rumania & Hungary which was quite an 

experience as it was my first time outside the UK. At this 
time both countries were behind the iron curtain - there 
were massive pig units of over 1000 sows, there was 
nothing like the here then. Working behind the iron           
curtain certainly broadened the mind. 

During my time with BOCM I was privileged to meet 
many distinguished people in the livestock world as well 
as leading politicians of the day. I spent a lot of time         
involved in advisory work throughout Great Britain and 
established the first ever National Pig Fair (now the Pig 
and Poultry Fair) which is still going strong after 40 years. 

Where do you live now? I now live in Wales but during 
my life I’ve been very fortunate that my involvement 
with pig breeding has taken me to many foreign parts, 
including, Italy, France, Portugal, Russia, Japan  and    
Germany, to name but a few. 

Sports-wise I played lot of cricket in the 60s and 70s - at 
one time I was actually playing for three teams at the 
same time! I took up golf as I got older and played many 
a pro am tournament, becoming captain of Greetham 
Valley golf Club in 2005. That was a great year. 

I have written a book entitled Addicted to Boats which  
details my forty years of boating with many different 
boats on various rivers including the tidal Thames. 

Any advice you’d like to pass onto BVC students now?I 
never thought for one moment that when I left BVC,  I 
would travel the world meet so many interesting and 
influential people. If I had a thought to pass on it would 
be what ever you do, don’t sell yourself short. Live life to 
the full and enjoy it - you just don’t know what you can 
do till you try . 

Nigel Handscombe is one of Bassingbourn Village College’s very first students and attended from 1954 

to 1958. He is now 77 and lives in Wales, having retired from pig farming. 

Nigel Handscombe (above) and 

BVC’s grand opening in 1954 (left). 


