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Nut, the Egyptian sky goddess, is held up by her mother Shu
above her husband Seb, who represents the earth.
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How did it all begin?





The Story of how the world began		1.





In the beginning, there was only the swirling water. There was no up, no down, no air, no land, no sky – only the water of creation. Ra, the sun-god, pulled himself out of the water, and on that first day Ra gave the name Nun to the waters of creation, and Nun knew herself and was glad. Ra and Nun created two more gods, called Shu, whose name means ‘air’, and Tephnut, whose name means ‘rain’. Tephnut and Shu created two more Gods, Nut and Seb, the sky and the earth. Nut and Seb were in love, but were kept apart during the day by Tephnut and Shu. But at night, Nut comes down to Seb - the sky covers the earth, bringing darkness.  Nut and Seb gave birth to four more Gods, Osiris, Isis, Seth and Nephthis. These first Gods went on to create all the other gods and the people of the earth. Eventually some Egyptians would decide that the first ten gods were all different names for one true god, who was sometimes called Aten.





Nun – the swirling waters, first of the Egyptian Gods





Seth – the most feared of the Egyptian Gods, he betrayed and killed his own brother, Osiris.





Ra – Father of the Egyptian Gods, is sometimes shown as a hawk-headed man





The Story of Osiris				        2.





Osiris was happily married to Isis, but his brother Seth envied his happiness, and used poison to kill him. Isis found his body and was about to use magic to bring him back to life when Seth came back. He took Osiris’ body and tore it into a hundred pieces, which he scattered over Egypt. Isis went around Egypt collecting the pieces, and with the help of Anubis (her son, the god in charge of mummification) she put him back together again. From then on, Osiris would rule as king of the dead.











Nephthis – Nephthis was a good Goddess, faithful and trustworthy. But she was jealous of her sister Isis, because she was in love with Osiris, and hated her own husband, Seth.





Eye of Horus/Osiris – For ancient Egyptians the eye was a symbol of knowledge, power and truth.





How Was the World Created?			                1





Draw and label two pictures to show the creation of the world. 





The first picture should show Ra the sun God coming out of the waters of Nun. Label both Ra and Nun.





The second picture should show how a Christian believes the world began:





In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, there was darkness over the waters of the deep, and God was hovering over the waters. Then God said ‘let there be light’, and there was light.





Extension: Write a paragraph explaining the differences and similarities.








The Egyptian Family of Gods





Read about Seth, Nephthis, Isis and Osiris. How are the Egyptian Gods like a normal family?


Can you think of any ways in which the Egyptian Gods are different from a normal family? 





The Story of Osiris						          2.





Read the story of Osiris and the part about Nephthis. Why do you think Seth hated Osiris? 


Have you ever been jealous of someone close to you? Why were you jealous of them?


Draw a picture of a scene from the story of Osiris.


 


	 








Extension: Mummies
































Anubis, god of embalming, prepares the body of a pharaoh for the afterlife.



































Inside the coffin (called a sarcophagus) the body was wrapped in bandages. Under the bandages, an Egyptian mummy looks like the picture above. Mummies like this can last for thousands of years. In this way the Egyptians thought they could live forever.





1. Why do you think Egyptians embalmed the bodies of dead people?


2. Do you think it matters what happens to a person’s body when they die? Why? 


3. Egyptians believed that if you had lived a good life you would go to heaven, and if not, your soul would be eaten by a monster. Does this seem fair to you? 4. What do you think happens when you die?


5. Draw a picture of a mummy.











