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Message from Mr Cooper 
It has been a great privilege to have been the Principal of Bassingbourn Village College and I have thoroughly                
enjoyed my time here working closely with the school and the local community alike. I have gained a real sense of 
the school’s history and its importance to the local and wider community. 

The past seven years can be best defined by the people — I have had the real pleasure of working with great students, 
supportive parents and carers and a professional and hardworking staff and governing body. The staff team have                 
always sought to go above and beyond expectations, providing the best opportunities for all our young people both 
inside and outside the classroom.   

BVC was founded in 1954 and the first headteachers were known as Wardens. I have very much focused upon the 
‘warden’ aspect of my role, ensuring that the school is well positioned to be able to continue to improve and develop 
over the future years to come. I am delighted to be able to hand over the reins to Ms Poulter and a strong school 
team. I know that they will work relentlessly, continuing to strive to provide the best possible education for our                           
community. I am also very pleased to be able to continue to support BVC as the Deputy CEO for Anglian Learning. My 
role ensures that our four secondary schools are able to share and draw upon the very best of each institution                                       
supporting their own individual developments.     

So, it is bittersweet to be writing my final note as the Principal of a great school, a place that holds many fond                           
memories for me and will always be the most privileged role that I have had in my career. I wish you all the very best 
for a happy future.    

Best wishes  Duncan Cooper      

A group of BVC students attended a TeenTech event in Milton 
Keynes. The days was highly interactive and was designed to    
inspire young teenagers about the contemporary world of                   
Science, Engineering and Technology. Students spent time with 
Engineers, Technologists and Scientists developing their own 
projects for food and health monitoring.  
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We  are very proud of all our 

students’ achievements and like 

to share them publically as often 

as we can. 

To keep up to date with what’s 

happening in college, please 

make sure you have subscribed 

to our Parentmail service. 

The weekly student powerpoint 

and parent mailing keeps                 

parents and students informed 

of events that have happened 

and calendar dates to look out 

for. 

For a more ‘instant fix’, why not 

follow our news feed on Twitter 

(www.twitter.com/

Bassingbournvc) or                      

Facebook (www.facebook.com/

bassingbournvc)?  

Alumni can keep in touch with 

the college through our                                 

dedicated LinkedIn Bassingbourn 

Village College group 

(www.linkedin.com/

groups/8369302) or by                     

emailing                     

alumni@assingbournvc.net  

and asking to be added to our 

database. 

Parents interested in helping 

with our Parents and Friends 

Association can email 

PFA@bassingbournvc.net 

Or follow our PFA Facebook 

page: 

www.facebook.com/BVCPFA/ 

From the Head of School 
Looking over the year’s events in preparation for the Heron Awards I was   
truly amazed by the breadth of extra curricular activities that we offer to 
our     students - I’d like to pass on my thanks to parents for allowing their 
children to take advantage of them (often acting as unpaid taxi-drivers!) and 
also those members of staff who give up their free time and go above and 
beyond what is expected of them. 

A prime example of this was the Ollie Feast Trust’s annual summer school 
which is held at The Leys in Cambridge at the beginning of the summer               
holidays. A group of our Year 9 
students were invited to take 
part in this activity week and a 
great time was had by all (right). 

I’m pleased that we have been 
continuing to develop our role 
within the village community 
and this term saw members of 
the school council host an      
afternoon of games with squash 
and cookies for the very                     
youngest pupils at Bassingbourn 
Primary School. By all accounts 
it was great fun and one which both groups look forward to repeating. 

Bassingbourn students and staff have also been out in force at a series of 
meetings around the parishes that feed into the school. Traditionally the                
college is asked to send a report of its activities to a number of annual parish 
meetings. Breaking with tradition, this year saw each of the new student 
Heads of House, along with a member of staff, attend the meetings in person 
to read out the report and deal with any questions that may arise. 

Unfortunately the end of term always means that we have to say goodbye to 
some very valued members of staff. Those leaving us include: Jonathan      
Davison, Will Griffiths, Hannah Fixter, Mike Clover and Duncan Cooper. 

Staff changes see Alex Taylor taking on the role of Head of Maths & Science, 
Phil Church will be Head of English alongside his role as Assistant Principal 
and Karen Veitch is to remain in her current role. The responsibility for year 
11 will be split across SLT members.  

In September we will be welcoming Sophie Hunter, Elizabeth Howells (both 
Science), Rachel Cairns (MFL), Rhiannon Spencer (English) and former student            
Lathan Harris will be joining the site team.  

The summer break will see a number of improvements being carried out. A 
much-needed security system will be fitted to the college, along with safety 
barriers in the school bus park, will make for a much safer environment. The 
Hive and Technology & Craft blocks will be rewired which will see the                    
completion of the whole-site rewiring project. New interactive screens will be 
fitted in some classrooms as part on an ongoing IT upgrade, along with the 
move to using the Microsoft 365 email system.  

I hope you all have a lovely, restful summer.                             Vickey Poulter 

                           V Poulter www.bassingbournvc.net 

https://www.facebook.com/BVCPFA/
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Year 7 debate 
Congratulations to all our Year 7 students who have embraced their first debating competition with great                        
enthusiasm. 

Our first-ever Year 7 debate was launched with an assembly featuring a step-by-step breakdown of a debate showcased 
by members of the senior debate club. 

The younger students were then invited to attend the lunchtime junior debate club where heats were held, culminating 
in a mentoring session for the two teams which won their way into the grand final. 

All of the year group gathered for the final which saw the teams debate the pros and cons of scientific testing on                   
animals. 

Former BVC debating champion Iain Lynn took a break from his sixth form exams to judge the competition and said: 
“The standard was amazingly high! There’s no way I would have been able to speak out like that in Year 7. 

“It was really great to see everyone 
so passionate about public speaking 
and I look forward to seeing some of 
these young debaters in national                          
competitions in the future.” 

Our photograph shows the two 
teams who competed in the final 
with English teacher and debate 
coach Mrs Daniells, Iain and Ms 
Poulter. 

Winning team: Anna, Gabby &               
Amelia. 

Runners up:  Michael, Alex & Henry. 

Top individual speakers during the 
heats: Michael, Cara, Eli, Sam and 
Josh. 

www.bassingbournvc.net                                                                  4 
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500 Words, the popular  

children’s writing                                 

competition, held its grand 

final at Windsor Castle 

with a special guest in the 

audience – BVC librarian 

Ann Lynn. 

Mrs Lynn was awarded         

tickets for the event as a 

thank you for being one of 

the judges in this year’s 

competition. She was one 

of 500 judges who read    

entries from almost 

113,000 children. 

The competition is run by 

BBC Radio 2 and under-13s 

are invited to write a story 

in just 500 words about any 

fictional topic. 

The winning stories were 

read by David Walliams, 

Helen McCrory, Hugh 

Bonneville, Konnie Huq, 

Michael Sheen and Sandi 

Toksvig during a live broad-

cast of Zoe Ball’s breakfast 

show from Windsor Castle. 

Mrs Lynn said: “It was an 

amazing morning! It was a 

huge privilege being                 

involved as a judge and 

then to be invited along to 

the final was icing on the 

cake.” 

Young readers honoured                           
Popular author Julian Sedgwick launched his latest book at the annual BVC                  
Library & Literacy Awards evening, much to the excitement of our young                      
prizewinners. 

Voyages in the Underworld of Orpheus Black is written and illustrated by Julian, 
his brother Marcus and Alexis Deacon. A combination of prose, poetry and                           
illustration, the book is set in the Second World War and tells the story of Harry 
Black who is lost between the world of war and the land of myth. 

The BVC Library & Literacy Awards were targeted at students in Year 7 with 
younger students from Bassingbourn, Steeple Morden and Guilden Morden                 
primary schools also taking part. These students spent the day in creative writing 
workshops with Mrs Boxall and Mrs Lynn, enjoying fun writing activities and the 
challenge of writing a story from a variety of prompts (see photo below). 

Students who have taken part in Library events such as the school’s Kids’ Lit                 
district finalists also received awards, alongside librarians and top readers. New 
awards were handed out this year for those students who have been taking part 
in the BVC Accelerated Reader project – with one student reading over 1.3                      
million words this year alone. 

Guest speaker Julian Sedgwick, who is well known amongst young readers as the 
author of the Ghosts of Shanghai and Mysterium series of children’s books, kept 
the audience on the edge of their seats 
with tales of how he became an author 
despite wanting to join the circus as a 
youngster – with a juggling trick involving 
knives and apples completing the evening. 

BVC Librarian Mrs Lynn said: “These 
awards are one of the loveliest evenings in 
our calendar. To see students being                 
honoured for doing something they                       
absolutely love doing is very special.” 

www.bassingbournvc.net 
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Heron Awards 
The Heron Awards are given annually to the top 10 students in each 
year group who have achieved the highest score for subject awards, 
merit certificates, progress scores and attendance over the three 
terms.  These students have been working hard constantly                    
throughout the year. 

Students also receive awards for individual subjects and these are 
presented termly at College Celebration Assemblies. 

We also present Heron Excellence certificates to recognise                                 
those students who have represented BVC at external events and 
those who have had significant personal success out of school.   

Well done to all those who received these awards. 

Heron Awards winners - Year 9 Heron Awards winners - Year 7 

Heron Excellence winners  

Heron Awards winners - Year 8 

Heron Awards winners - Year 10 
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“Pupils behaved impeccably 

and their examiners were 

very impressed with their 

team work navigation skills 

and camp craft. We are very 

proud of their achievement 

and look forward to giving 

them the full award in the 

coming months.” 

Miss Ward,  

BVC DofE co-ordinator 

DofE adventures 
During two weekends in May and June, 39 Year 10 students successfully completed 
the expedition phase of their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award. Prior to the                        
expeditions, they learnt skills they needed during afterschool sessions including; 
pitching tents, packing a rucksack, navigation, planning routes, first aid, cooking on 
a stove and meal planning. 

All teams took part in a practice expedition in Bedfordshire in May. During this                    
weekend, they improved their navigation and camp craft skills with their instructors. 
Unfortunately the Saturday was very wet, but all teams had pack for such an occasion 
donning full waterproofs! The teams behaved brilliantly, listening to all instructions 
and as a result were highly praised.   

The assessment expedition is a culmination of all the pupils’ hard work and took place 
in June around Bury St Edmunds. They planned and walked over 25 miles during the 
weekend with minimal intervention. Their expedition was observed by an Expedition 
Assessor who checked they had met the 20 conditions of the course. All teams had 
made significant progress since their practice expedition, most deciding to leave                   
anything unnecessary at home to enjoy a lighter pack! The weather for this weekend 
was just as difficult as the practice, all teams agreed that walking in the heat was just 
as tiring as in the rain.  
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Leavers’ Prom  
The sun shone on our Year 11         
students as they celebrated their 
time at Bassingbourn with the                      
traditional Leavers’ Prom.  

Hundreds of villagers turned out to 
watch the parade of fancy cars and 
glorious dresses and the evening 
ended with a spectacular firework 
display. 

www.bassingbournvc.net 
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That’s fishy! 
The Year 9 and 10 Catering and Hospitality students were fortunate to be 
joined for a morning by Jane, Head of the Fish Counter from Waitrose              
Trumpington. 

She brought along lots of examples and talked the students through the different 
types of fish sold at the counter and demonstrated practical skills such as filleting 
and deboning a range of fish. Some of the students took the opportunity to try 
these skills for themselves with the boys proving to be very squeamish and the 
girls much more brave! 

Jane gave all the students a goodie bag on behalf of Waitrose which contained 
drinks, snacks and some informative food publications. The students found the 
whole experience really informative – a massive thank you to Jane and Waitrose.  

www.bassingbournvc.net 

Prom desserts 

The year 10 Catering and        
Hospitality students worked 
hard this term to plan, test 
and cook the puddings for the 
year 11 Prom.  

The year 11s were treated to 
a range of puddings from 
fresh donuts, to cheesecakes, 
brownies to lemons filled 
with sorbet with shortbread 
biscuits all devised by the 
year 10s. The final results 
were outstanding and every 
one commented on how                             
professional they looked.  

A team of year 10s also gave 
up their evening to provide 
waiting staff at the prom 
where they learnt on the job 
about the demands of                      
customer service and the           
importance of team work. 
They were supported by 2 
year 9s who worked tirelessly 
to do ALL the washing up – all 
the while with a smile on 
their faces! 

It truly was a great team 
effort and the students’                  
excellent attitude to work and 
ability to use their own                         
initiative meant the service 
during the evening was top 
class.  

Year 9 students also made and served canapes at the annual Heron Awards. 
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School exchange success 
Students from Bassingbourn Village College travelled by train to their              
exchange school in Le Grand Serre, a small town in the south east of France. 
Evelyn Marshall, Year 9, reports:  

The area we visited is located roughly between Lyon and Grenoble, at the foot 
of the French Alps. We visited the local secondary school, participating in 
games, activities and tours throughout the day, ending on a game of Ultimate 
Frisbee and Baseball in which we were split up into mixed French and English 
students.  

On the Friday, we visited a waterfall as a group which was beautiful but very 
cold! In the afternoon, we visited Grenoble and went up the cable cars to the 
Bastille (not the one in Paris!), a historic French fortress that provided a                   
spectacular view. After returning to the ground we went to an ice cream shop 
then had the afternoon to explore part of the city.    

Over the weekend students were taken to various places with their exchange 
partners. I visited ‘Le Grotto Chauvet 2’ which is a perfect copy of a cave found 
in the 90s containing hundreds of prehistoric cave men drawings dating back 
36,000 years. For conservation purposes, the caves location is secret so they 
built a replica cave for tourists to visit. We also visited ‘Le Palais Idéal’ created 
by a French postman in the neighbouring village. Over the course of 36 years, 
he hand-built his ‘Ideal Palace’ from rocks and stones he found on his mail 
route.                                                                                                                                           
After spending the weekend doing various activities we travelled back home 
after many sad goodbyes. I would highly recommend the trip as it is brilliant 
for improving your French vocabulary and is an amazing experience! 

 Spelling Bee 

Year 7 students have been                     

competing in an MFL intercollege 

spelling bee throughout the year.     

Congratulations especially to the ten 

finalists (below): Grace Bonley, Tom 

Ordell-Makower, Imogen Cox, Julia                      

Whiteley, Cara Button, Eleanor 

Murfitt, Anna Lock, Sam Oddy, Amelia 

Taylor and  Reya Cretton. The winners 

were Tom and Amelia.                                 

The finalists had worked incredibly 

hard to learn 150 words in either 

French or Spanish. Well done to all 

students involved.  

www.bassingbournvc.net 
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French Activity Week 
Year 8 students have the chance to spend a week in France each sum-
mer. Lottie Bond reports on this year’s trip: 

In the last week of June, 50 Year 8 students and 5 members of staff set off 
for warm, sunny France. Temperatures rose, memories were made and 
everyone had a fabulous time.  

Every day was jam packed with amazing activities, challenges and games, 
each entirely different from the last. We got to experience so many new 
things from historical French architecture to escargots. Everyone had lots 
of fun, whether that was from the challenges we were set like making 
sandwiches or from games like hide and seek.  

We visited many beautiful and historic towns and cities such as Arras and 
its cave systems, Le Touquet and the lighthouse and the Etaples Military 
Cemetery. We all had an amazing time completing our activities like                  
buying food items in a French market, going up a lighthouse, walking 
through a cave system and flipping crepes.  

It was such a fantastic trip that wouldn’t have been possible without the 5 
members of staff who went with us, especially Ms Chalmers who                 
organised the trip and made sure we had fantastic things to do everyday! 

www.bassingbournvc.net 

Taster session 
All Year 9 French and Spanish students had a Japanese taster                    
session with Setsuko Jerome, a Japanese teacher from Hills Road. 
Lizzie Harris, Languages Captain explains:  
 

During our Japanese taster lesson, we learnt many fascinating facts 
about Japan - for example that Japan has earthquakes nearly                       
everyday!  
We also learnt about how teenagers live in Japan and how                                  
interestingly the most popular subject for Japanese students is 
Computing. We also learnt some basic greetings in Japanese and 
were able to have a short conversation with each other.  
At the end of the session, we learnt about chopstick etiquette and 
all of us had the chance to try using chopsticks, some with more 
success than others!  
It was an amazing experience and it helped me have a better                     
understanding of Japanese culture. 
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“Ann Hathaway was often 

cast as an illiterate, shrew 

who had seduced a younger 

man and made his life a                

misery. However, Ann’s              

epitaph indicates that she 

was a loving, pious mother.“ 

Shakespeare Festival 
BVC students wowed audience members at the annual Cambridge Schools 
Shakespeare Festival with their devised piece My Name is Ann. 

GCSE students from Years 9&10 performed the piece which explored the                            
relationship between Shakespeare and Ann Hathaway through a fusion of                      
drama and dance. 

Teacher Jude Shortt, who produced the performance alongside trainee teacher 
Amelia Bass, said: “Given that Shakespeare is credited at penning the greatest 
love story ever we wanted to explore the relationship between Shakespeare 
and Ann Hathaway.  

“She was often cast as an illiterate, shrew who had seduced a younger man and 
made his life a misery. However, Ann’s epitaph indicates that she was a loving, 
pious mother. 

“Our piece liberates Ann from the shadowy, negative figure that history has 
depicted her as and gives her a voice that is articulated through many of her of 
her husband’s sonnets and his musings and thoughts on love. It also includes 
lines from Carol Ann Duffy’s poem Hathaway.” 

She added: ”The students have been really dedicated and focused – they were 
all stars! They are a credit to the school.” 

The festival is organised each year by the Anglian Learning trust, of which                       
Bassingbourn Village College  is a member, and is held in the Atrium theatre, 
Netherhall school, Cambridge.  

The production was such a success that students performed it for a second 
time at the annual Summer Showcase — an evening celebrating the breadth of 
creative talent at Bassingbourn. (photographs opposite) 
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Why not join in? 

This term we have introduced Dance and Drama clubs 
which run on alternate Fridays at lunchtime in the                  

drama studio.   

The clubs are run by the Dance Captains and Year 11 
GCSE drama students. 

We will be continuing these new clubs in                               
September with the aim of the club members working 

towards future performances and productions.   

If you are in Year 7, 8 and 9 and have a passion or an 
interest in the arts do come along  and be                      

creative and make new friends too! 

www.bassingbournvc.net   

Summer Showcase 
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Physics outreach 
A group of Year 7 students spent a day as the guests of Cambridge University,                            
experiencing life in a college and a hands-on physics tutorial. 

The Cambridge Physics Experience (CPE) is a one-day event organised by the University 
of Cambridge’s Cavendish laboratory in collaboration with several Cambridge Colleges. 

The day included a morning tour of Magdalene college, followed by information about 
studying at university, and advice on Higher Education and applying to university.                      
Students particularly enjoyed searching for the secret door in the wood paneling of the 
formal dining hall. 

After lunch the students visited the Cavendish Laboratory, where they were given a tour 
of the museum which contains many historically important pieces of apparatus which 
have contributed to major discoveries by members of the Laboratory. Exhibits include 
apparatus used by Maxwell, Thomson, Rutherford, Aston, Cockcroft and Walton. Post 
Second World War exhibits include the discovery of pulsars, and the structure of the 
DNA molecule. Students were then split into teams for a practical session when they 
were tasked with building a robust Mars Rover. 

www.bassingbournvc.net 

Congratulations to Year 8 
student Michael Rosevear 
(above) who is the BVC KS3                  
Junior Maths Champion.  

Michael won a Gold                         
certificate in the national 
competition and has                          
qualified to take part in the 
Junior Kangaroo Maths 
Challenge.  

Henry Elwood & Amelia         
Taylor were joint top for 
Year 7.                 

Year 8 students enjoyed an end-of-term Humanities 
trip to Norfolk where they visited Castle Rising and 
explored the beaches at Hunstanton. 
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Walsingham is notable for its religious 
shrines in honour of the Virgin Mary 
and attracts around 250,000 pilgrims 
each year, as individuals or as parish 
groups accompanied by their priest. It 
also contains the ruins of two            
medieval monastic houses. So the trip 
was a great opportunity for students 
to enhance their knowledge on the 
Christian faith and experience                         
first-hand the significance of the holy 
site that pilgrims have visited for              
centuries. 

Once arriving at Walsingham, we were 
greeted and welcomed to the shrine 
by staff Pauline Lovelock and Geoff 
Arden. We also met Joe, who is a 
trainee priest doing a theology degree, 
which was really interesting as it gave 
us an insight as to how we can further 
our religious studies in the future.  

We were first walked through the out-
side of the chapel of reconciliation 
(Roman Catholic); when the number 
of pilgrims exceeds the capacity of the 
Chapel, the panelling at the back of 
the sanctuary can be opened up and 
the altar becomes the focal point for 
pilgrims gathered in the Shrine 
grounds. Then we were lead into the 
Slipper Chapel (dedicated to St              

Catherine of Alexandria) which served 
pilgrims on their way to England’s     
Nazareth. Saint Catherine was the              
patron saint of pilgrims to the Holy 
Land and her knights kept open the 
road to Nazareth during the Crusades. 
The beautiful stained glass windows 
frame the several images of Mary      
decorate the Slipper Chapel. 

Every day at Walsingham, pilgrim 
groups walk in procession along the 
Holy Mile, students also got the                
opportunity to do this and enjoyed the 
countryside scenery, whilst feeling 
very calm and relaxed. We were                
encouraged whilst on the walk to 
think and reflect as that is what many 
pilgrims do when on the walk.  

We soon reached the end of the holy 
mile and made a quick visit in the 
Chapel of St Seraphim (Orthodox) -
here we got to experience another 
denomination of Christianity and take 
in the different methods/rituals.  

Finally, after a quick lunch refuel, we 
ventured out to the last shrine. At its 
heart is the Holy House, a replica of 
the house in Nazareth where Mary 
heard from the angel Gabriel that she 
was to be the mother of Jesus. Each 
student also got to light a candle here 

if they wanted to, which was a great 
opportunity. Our candles were put 
alongside many others, that were lit 
by other visitors, who made a prayer 
on things that were close to their 
heart and this was quite moving to 
see.  

There are daily celebrations of the            
Eucharist, Evening prayer and Shrine 
prayers carried out at the shrine.  We 
were able to experience a daily service 
of sprinkling at the well, which is 
attended by  thousands throughout 
the year. Water from the ancient well 
within the shrine church is used to 
sign a cross on the forehead, given as 
a drink and poured over outstretched 
hands as a sign of God's healing.  The 
present-day Shrine was gradually              
created in 1931 from derelict farm 
buildings and cottages. 

We all thoroughly enjoyed the trip, 
not only did it give us an experience of 
what pilgrims do, but it taught us               
valuable information on the faith 
which will certainly help to strengthen 
the students’ knowledge and was a 
great opportunity to relax and have a 
stress free day. I would definitely             
return! 

 

www.bassingbournvc.net 

Walsingham Pilgrimage                                                            
Year 10 RE students have an annual visit to Walsingham in Norfolk. Jasmine Stacey describes this year’s trip: 
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Red Box Project 

Staff at BVC are supporting students by fighting Period Poverty with their 

own Red Box scheme. 

The original Red Box Project was established in schools in Portsmouth as 

a reaction to the news that students were missing out on their education              

because they couldn’t afford the products they needed during their period. 

The scheme provided red boxes filled with free period products for                  

students to use. 

Whilst sanitary products have always been available to students at BVC 

through our first aid facility, staff felt that the issue should be treated with 

more openness and dignity and through their own donations have filled 

three ‘red boxes’ which are distributed through the school. 

Mrs Myles-Baker (right), head of PSHE, said: “Thanks to our very gener-

ous staff, we now have our own boxes with items such as sanitary towels, tampons, wipes, tights and pants. We 

have discussed period poverty in our PSHE lessons and our girls know that they needn’t suffer in silence – they 

just need to ask for the box.” 

www.bassingbournvc.net 

World Challenge Thailand trip 
This summer sees a group of Year 11 students (below) embarking on their World Challenge Trip to Thailand.   

They will fly into Bangkok and will have the chance to experience the vibrant markets and Grand Palace.  Students will 
also have the chance to attend an interactive critical thinking workshop, evaluating how to be an effective traveller and 
volunteer. 

 After the hustle and bustle of Bangkok comes the trekking phase. Students will trek in the Erawan National park which 
is home to the famous 7 tiered waterfalls and the infamous Hellfire pass which was the name given to the largest of 
1000m series of cuttings allied POWs were forced to work on during WW2. 

During their project phase students will work with a local organisation which has been supporting local communities in 
Singbun since 2008. They will be based close to the village of Tha Tham in an extremely rural area that will give                 
students the opportunity to 
get to see a side of Thailand 
very few see.   

Students will work on                             
education and construction 
projects to assist the local 
community.  

Their challenge will  end on 
the island of Ko Samet before 
heading back to Bangkok to fly 
home with a whole host of 
new memories and hopefully 
the desire to continue to travel 
and  experience the world.  



Rounders champs! 
Congratulations to the BVC Year 7 rounders team 
who are District Champions. Despite being the first 
year of playing together, the girls were fantastic and 
won every game in the tournament. 

Team: 

Imogen Cox (captain) 

Jess Lucas 

Jasmine Perumalla 

Olivia Hollins 

Millie Robinson 

Hannah Nussey 

Zoe Petsas 

Jayani Kofkin 

Cara Button 

 BVC hosts rainbowfish 
Reception pupils - the Rainbowfish class - from Bassingbourn Community 
Primary School visited us at the end of term for an afternoon of outdoor 
games. 

Accompanied by their teachers Mrs Reggiani and Mrs McShane, the                      
children were invited to join us as part of BVC’s ongoing commitment to 
breaking down barriers in the local community.  

The event was organised and hosted by members of the school council who 
are already looking forward to planning next term’s Christmas event for 
older members of the local community. 
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Awards Winners 
Football Player of the Year KS3     
Football Player of the Year KS4 

Harry Hanson                                                              
Patrick Robinson 

Football Girls Player of the Year Loen Groom 

Basketball Player of the Year Hugo Briggs 

Cricket Player of the Year Kyran Shackleton 

Netball Player of the Year KS3 Jasmine Perumalla 

Netball Player of the Year KS4 Ginevra Harraway 

Athlete of the Year Megan Bonley 

Athlete of the Year Aimie Taylor 

Rounders Player of the Year KS3   
Rounders Player of the Year KS4 

Imogen Cox                                                                     
Hannah Laskey Sanders 

Rugby Player of the Year Rory Haslehurst 

Hockey Player of the Year KS3 Megan Izzard 

Hockey Players of the Year KS4 Katie Cheeseright 

Service to PE Ollie Pulley 

Outstanding Performance Ik Ezete 

Outstanding Performance Elle Sarter 

Most Improved Player Olly Dwyer 

GCSE Student of the Year Sam Daniels 

Exceptional Talent Edward Vickers 

Outstanding Effort Kudji Jeyi 

Outstanding Effort Ellie Rose Kingsley 

Coach of the Year (Boy) Jon Cheeseright 

Coach of the Year (Girl) Rosanna Snook 

Sportsman of the Year Patrick Robinson 

Sportswoman of the Year Ginevra Harraway 

Team of the Year 7/8 Girls Football team 
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Sports Awards 2019 
Over 100 students attended the annual BVC Sports Awards dinner, enjoying an evening of awards, quizes and an                 
inspirational guest speaker. 

Helen Gilder, joint head of PE, said: “The students were selected because they had been valued and committed                   
members of at least 2 extra-curricular sports clubs this academic year. Most of them have also represented the school 
in external tournaments and matches. 

“It was a great evening with everyone celebrating this year’s sporting successes as well as spending an enjoyable             
evening with their fellow team mates.” 

Guest speaker was the inspirational founder of Power2Inspire, 
John Willis. John was born without fully formed arms and legs, 
and established the charity’s mission – Inclusion through Sport.                    
Determined that his experience as a child of being excluded 
from sports, should not be repeated he has become an                       
inspiration to both able-bodied and disabled  sportsmen all 
over the world. Bassingbourn prizewinners are photographed 
below with John. 

The main winners of the evening were Genevra Harraway and                    
Patrick Robinson (right) who won Sportswoman and Sportsman 
of the Year. 

The team of the year was the Year 7&8 Girls Football team 
which reached the quarter finals of the national schools                    
football championship this year. 

www.bassingbournvc.net 



Advice for BVC students: 

“Always think bigger.  

Always be grateful.  

You can see and do vastly 

more than you think you can. 

Don't feel like you can't be 

something just because you 

don't have a reference point 

for it or see it around you.  

Maintain your school                   

friendships, they will be                

increasingly important.” 

- Emma Dutton MBE 

Alumni News - Emma Dutton MBE 
Emma served as an Engineer Officer in the RAF before transitioning to Military Intelligence serving five 
tours of Afghanistan. She was honoured with an MBE in 2015 for her service in Afghanistan.  

When were you a pupil at Bassingbourn Village College and did you have any 

other siblings here? 

I was at BVC from 1997- 2002. I have three siblings - Sam (my twin),  Rebecca 

who is 4 years younger and my brother Stuart who is 6 years younger. 
 

Any particular memories of what you did at BVC? 

Lots of school plays! They were a big deal when I was there, 2 at least  every 

year. I always got involved on the backstage/technical side - it was exciting! 
 

Memorable or inspirational teachers? 

Terry Andrews (Maths teacher) - 'give that man a biscuit'   

Mrs Eastham (Humanities teacher) - challenging and nurturing  

Mrs Whip (Deputy Head) - gravitas and leadership 
 

Where did you go after BVC? 

I went to Hills Road sixth form to study Maths, Physics, Electronics and                                                                                                

History, then Loughborough University to study Electronic and Electrical                                                                                                    

Engineering. 
 

Where do you live now?  

I live in North London, no children but 2 wonderful nephews who I can't                                                                                                

see enough! 
 

Have you travelled during your studies/career? 

I spent most of my 20s in and out of Afghanistan with the military , but also got                                                                                                   

to do some amazing things like learning to Scuba Dive in Thailand and learning                                                                                            

to Skydive in California.  I fortunately still get to travel a lot with work, which                                                                   can 

be tiring, but I'm grateful I get to see the world - I've had the most                                                                                                       

interesting life and am incredibly lucky.  
 

What is your current career? 

I founded and run a specialist consultancy business, called the Applied Influence                                                                                  

Group; we help big technology businesses influence their customers better                                                                                              

and more ethically.  
 

What led you to that? 

The consultancy emerged from a set of unique experiences in my military                                                                                     

career in intelligence, and a few colleagues and myself decided to take the                                                                                                   

expertise that we developed in that world into the commercial world to                                                                                    

help businesses.  
 

www.appliedinfluencegroup.com 

If you are a former pupil of             

Bassingbourn Village                  

College and would like to be 

kept  up-to-date with               

college news and future                          

reunions, please email your             

details to                                        

alumni@bassingbournvc.net  

www.bassingbournvc.net 


