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Mr Beck’s 101 Daily Challenges 

 

 

 

 

Lockdown has been a strange and unusual time for pupils and staff alike but every cloud can have a silver lining 
and I have been hugely impressed with the way our pupils embraced the opportunity to do things differently 
and learn something new!  

When I wrote the ‘101 Things To Do…’ I was hoping to provide a bit of light relief and raise a few smiles at a time 
when there was a lot of uncertainty and worry.   

I never imagined that over 7000 challenges would be completed and that pupils would be quite as creative in 
completing them as they were.  Our talented pupils are a huge inspiration to me and I would like to officially 
thank them for making my lockdown better as a result of the way they have embraced the challenges.   

Thank you for all the great work you submitted and I hope you all enjoy a well-deserved and restful summer 

break. 

Mr Beck 
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We  are very proud of all our 

students’ achievements and 

like to share them publically as 

often as we can.  

 

To ensure you are up to date 

with what’s happening at    

Bassingbourn Village College, 

please make sure you have  

subscribed to our ParentMail 

service.  

 

The weekly  student PowerPoint 

and Weekly Mailing keep both                

parents and students informed 

of events that have happened 

and calendar dates to look out 

for.  

 

For a more ‘instant fix’, why 

not follow our news feed on 

Twitter (www.twitter.com/

Bassingbournvc)         or                      

Facebook (www.facebook.com/

bassingbournvc)  

 

Alumni can keep in touch with 

the college through our                                 

dedicated LinkedIn Bas-

singbourn Village College group 

(www.linkedin.com/

groups/8369302) or by                     

emailing                      

alumni@assingbournvc.net   

and ask to be added to our da-

tabase.  

 

Parents interested in helping 

with our Parents and Friends 

Association can email 

PFA@bassingbournvc.org  

 

Or follow our PFA Facebook 

page:  

www.facebook.com/BVCPFA/  

A message from 
our Principal 
This has certainly been the strangest 
term in our College’s 56 year history.  
The College has felt very empty  
without the buzz of our thriving          
community to fill the silent void in the hallways and classrooms and we 
have missed seeing our students smiling happy faces. 

This edition would normally showcase the wonderful rich and diverse 
activities that take place this term, as well as saying goodbye to our Year 
11’s with photos from our glittering Prom.  Instead, this Summer edition 
will celebrate how our students continued to shine through adversity 
with a collaboration of support from teachers and importantly parents. 

This is a term we will  never forget and as a community we pulled       
together to ensure our students continued to have a rich and engaging 
education.  I am immensely proud of our staff at Bassingbourn Village 
College and while we recognise the home learning experience can  never 
replace the experience of lessons in class, our students have risen to the 
challenge and produced some outstanding work in exceptional            
circumstances.  For that we also need to thank parents and carers for 
your determination in offering support and encouragement at home. 

As always at this time of year there are a number of staff we have to say 
farewell to. This year we wave goodbye to Ms Veitch, Mr Miller,           
Mr Radics, Mrs Thake and Mrs  Sanganee.  I want to thank them for their 
commitment to our students while they have been with us and wish 
them a huge amount of luck in their future endeavors. 

As we look to a new academic year, I am thrilled to be welcoming,        
Mr M Rix (Science), Miss V Turland (Science), Dr K Wang (Maths),        
Miss S  Parris (English) to our teaching team.  I am excited about what 
they will bring to Bassingbourn Village College and the impact they will 
make to students. 

I am also excited to announce that Mrs Chalmers has been appointed to 
our SLT Team as Assistant Principal. 

For next year our Achievement Leaders will be:  

Year 11 - Mrs Edwards, Miss Hields & Mr Brock 

Year 10 -  Miss Harris 

Year 9 - Mr Rix 

Year 8 - Mrs Nettleton (Miss Cracknell until Oct) 

Year 7 - Ms Leake and Miss Cracknell 

 

Wishing everyone a very happy Summer holidays and  I cannot wait to 
welcome everyone back to school in September! 

https://www.facebook.com/BVCPFA/
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Our MFL  students have been  working 
so hard this term and have found some 
wonderfully creative ways to link   
modern languages to home life! 

 

This is just a snap shot of what some 
have been up to this term. 

WELL DONE! 

 

Modern Foreign Languages 
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Science 

 Year 10 Topic: of Chemical Analysis.  

Year 7 Topic of Electricity 

Year 8  Topic of  Light.  

Lockdown has meant that a number of our practical elements in Science have not been possible, but thanks to 

YouTube and the creativity of our teachers and students imagination, we have brought Science to life at home. 

Our Year 8’s have investigated light by taking a pictures of objects around the home that show refraction and 

our Year 7’s have explored electricity through making a revision poster. 

Our Year 9 & 10’s have been working extremely hard with their GCSE curriculum and their focus and                
determination has ensured a plethora of dynamic and driven pieces of work! 
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My Lockdown - Finding the silver linings 

By Mrs Lambert 

If 2020 has taught me anything it is to not underestimate ourselves, and that kindness comes 

from some of the most unexpected places.  I had my 45th birthday in lockdown and one of the 

gifts I received was a mug from my husband, the message on it read; 

“You are braver than you believe, 

Stronger than you seem, 

Smarter than you think, 

If I could give you one gift, I would give you the ability to see yourself through my eyes, then you would realise how       

special you are” 

I decided early in Lockdown that I had to try to find the silver linings in the ever present clouds.  Being a teacher and a 

shielder (we affectionately call ourselves the Agents of Shield at home) has been challenging, coming to terms with you own 

vulnerabilities and the huge guilt at not being able to support my students and colleagues meant the first few weeks of  

lockdown were a hugely anxious time for me, not to mention the struggle to get a home delivery slot from a supermarket!!  

I knew I was vulnerable, but admitting to myself how vulnerable has been a huge challenge.  The thought of spending 

months with no face to face contact outside my own home just made me want to hibernate until it had all gone away.  I 

don’t like to be stopped in my tracks, I don’t deal easily with being told to stop and look after myself  and I love to find new 

challenges and to be busy!   

I decided it was time to develop my own growth mindset through this crisis, to adapt and conquer.  I set about learning new 

online systems (whilst trying to work out how to teach my students how to use it when I couldn’t see what they could see…. 

YouTube is a marvelous thing!) have rearranging my workspace, used my commuting time to make over 30 full sets of 

scrubs for the NHS, signed up for a graphic design and Photoshop courses, taught myself new skills via Zoom and ensuring 

there was adequate space in my newly arranged office for my 3 cats to sleep and recorded several tracks with my choir and 

read… a lot.  I decided early on to take on all KS3 online learning in the department to free up time for the D&T team to be 

able to devote to their KS4 classes and being in school… I didn’t realise quite how big a task I had landed myself with until it 

came to progress checks!  In the weeks leading up to the Year 7 & 8 progress checks, I looked at, commented on and graded 

over 2000 pieces of work! The beauty of having done that is I have seen first-hand the development of all of our students 

over this challenging time and I have been exceptionally proud of their resilience and adaptability, the work that many have 

produced has been phenomenal, but more importantly I have been humbled by their kindness, the steady stream of       

messages and lovely little chats I’ve had often with students I have not taught before and I’ve witnessed the dedication and 

passion that my team inject into their teaching in this new and strange world.  

As we move forward we should not forget this time.  We should 

not underestimate what we are capable of and what we have 

learnt.  We are all braver, stronger, smarter and more resilient 

than we ever give ourselves credit for and we need to remember 

how special we all are. 
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Art 
Our students have not failed this term creating the most wonderful and imaginative pieces at home.  We 

have been awestruck with the fantastic photography pieces sent in as well as many, many magnificent pieces 

of art. 

Our students have shown real resilience to adapting to new ways of learning at home and we could not be 

prouder of their super effort! 
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Geography 
During their time working from home, we have continued to provide students with the means to think about 
the world in new ways by ‘thinking like a geographer’. Students have explored a range of new geographical 
knowledge and understanding. Year 7 gained an understanding of weather and climate; learning about the     
formation of weather and the impact on humans and the environment. Students explored their own                 
microclimates and ecosystems in their garden through fieldwork, producing brilliant reports. Year 8 have         
developed their understanding of water usage and explored their own water footprint, as well as global water 
management strategies. Year 9 and 10 have continued to work very hard through their GCSE curriculum where 
they have been introduced to the processes of tropical rainforests and debated the contentious issue of palm 
oil    production. Despite being in lockdown they even went on a virtual fieldtrip to Rio de Janeiro! 
 
Fantastic effort everyone! 

Year 8 Water Scarcity 

Year 7 Climate and Micro-Climates 
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Students view of Lockdown Learning 
 

By Matthew Kendrick 

I have thoroughly enjoyed most of the learning experience in lockdown. Some of my highlights include creating a Roman   
forum in Latin and doing a virtual tour of Rio’s favelas in Geography. Lots of the teachers have put lots of effort to make les-
sons   engaging and informative. I have also enjoyed virtual assemblies, enrichment week, Mr Beck’s daily challenges and now 
some live lessons.  

However, in subject to subject the amount of work set has varied with some days finishing at lunch time and some at 6:00. I 
found it helpful having Google Classroom’s private message feature to talk to my teachers about issues or requests.  

Overall I think that learning in lockdown has been enjoyable but I would rather be at school. 

 

By Anna Wylie 

Learning from home has been challenging, with all the teachers setting work over google classrooms, however it has been 
more relaxed than at school!! 

Some lessons have been more difficult to do from home; we haven’t been able to have practicals during our science lessons, 
however, the teachers have worked around this by putting links on google classrooms to videos of the practicals. In addition, 
languages have been very hard to learn from home, without the teachers talking, as it means we don't listen to them talking, 
and don't hear the language so often. Some teachers have been doing live lessons or recorded videos, meaning that we are 
able to hear them speak the language! Languages have also done some creative tasks, to vary the different types of lessons, 
as sometimes doing the same thing every week can get quite boring! 

Outside of school, at first it was hard to keep in touch with friends, but when we were allowed to, I met up with lots of my 
friends, and we FaceTimed a lot as well!  

I think that there are positives and negatives of staying at home - some of the positives are that I have been able to spend 
more time with my family, especially my sister, however there isn't really a clear structure to the day, and it's sometimes hard 
to keep motivated!   

 

By Kyran Shackleton 

For a start, I think that the teachers as a whole have done a really good job in getting the information across, as the things I 
didn't understand, they would always be willing to help in private messages and so on, and I don't feel that there was too 
much of a loss in learning. However, I do feel there are some things that could be improved on; like the fact we have only  
recently started to do live lesson. I understand that they are much harder work, so I would not be expecting the in replace-
ment, but I did an English one and it really, really helped me to understand, as there was someone talking and explaining in 
live time.  

Apart from that, I think that the method of teaching has been really good, and I feel that I have definitely learnt a lot in this 
period of not going to school. Things like enrichment week and the 101 challenges were a really nice touch, and I think being 
able to just dip in and out of what you wanted to do really helped to keep things interesting, especially as there were college 
points on the line. 
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Duke of Edinburgh 

Our Year 9 & 10’s have not let the coronavirus stop them from continuing to work 
towards their skill, volunteering and physical sections—between them this year 
they have donated 234 hours through the scheme—well done! 

As you would expect during lockdown a few changes to the programme were 
made, but as always our students have risen to the challenge of doing DofE with a 
difference!  

These activities have included completing the couch to 5k, learning to cook,      
mentoring younger siblings and volunteering with village Covid response groups. 

Usually our end of term newsletter includes photographs of our expedition groups 
exploring the Cambridgeshire countryside and (hopefully) enjoying the fantastic 
camping weather.  Unfortunately, these expeditions have been put on hold, but 
students can still achieve the 2020 DofE Certificate of  Achievement by completing their other 3 sections by 31st 
December 2020, which some have already done —Well done to those! 
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History 
During lockdown teachers have looked to uncover new ways to bring history to life and our students have 

continued to shine!  Year 7 have produced some amazing work around the Tudors and Henry VIII and Year 8 

have explored the Renaissance period. 

Our Year 9 & 10’s have worked hard through their GCSE curriculum and continue to flourish and we cannot 

wait to see them all in September! 

 

Year 8 Renaissance  

Year 7 Tudors & Henry VIII 
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English 
Our students have written some thoughtful and engaging, creative pieces of writing throughout lockdown.  

Whether they have been writing a comparison piece on London and Ozymandias, describing a scene from  

Harry Potter or an assessment on Mice & Men, our students have demonstrated their understanding of the 

text and used highly descriptive language to convey their views and opinions! 

Great work one and all! 
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Design and Technology 

Year  9 Lettering and Cross Hatching  

Year 10 3D design Natural Forms project  

Year 9 Construction WOW…...lockdown has produced some outstanding pieces of work 

and our students have really shown us their creative minds! 

From creating bird feeders or looking at 3D designs in their natural 

form, our students have really showcased their talents this term! 

Well done for engaging with all the aspects of your home learning and 

the amazing results you have produced! 
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Drama 
Below is a snapshot of some of the fantastic work that students have been studying in drama and dance this term. 

Our Year 7 students have looked at different theatre spaces and how to use production elements such as          
costume, set, sound and design to bring productions to life as well as the marketing aspects involved in putting on 
a show. Our Year 8 students have created theatrical time lines alongside historical events, explored physical     
theatre and how practitioners  employ  physical theatre to bring shows to life as well as marketing within theatre. 
In Year 9 this term students have been researching J.B Priestley and are currently learning monologues from an 
anthology called ‘Stranded’ in which all of the characters are stranded on a cruise liner in the middle of a          
pandemic! Students will be recording their performances this week. In Year 10 drama students have been writing 
extended exam answers for An Inspector Calls and are also recording their performance  monologues this week. 
In Year 10 dance students have been working on extended writing answers about the professional works that they 
have been studying and will be recording their choreography pieces this week based on the stimulus of Covid 19 
and George Floyd. Students from Year 7 to Year 10 have produced some wonderful work this term and should be 
hugely proud of themselves – their work has been a joy to see.  

Year 7 Drama Booklet & Poster 

Year 8  Research & Physical Theatre 

Year 9 Short Film Adaption & 

Physical Theatre 

Year 10 Infra and A Linda Curva 

Comparison 
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Class of 2020 
For the Class of 2020, lockdown has certainly had life changing consequences.  The Government decision to    
cancel examinations, we know has been a bitter pill to swallow, furthermore it has created tremendous anxiety 
around results and future plans. 

This has been a difficult ending, to what we hope has been a wonderful and enriching experience, here at        
Bassingbourn Village College.  We hope the Summer Term of 2020 doesn't over shadow your achievements with 
us. We have watched you flourish over the last five years into exceptional young adults and we wish you          
tremendous luck in all future endeavors. 

We would dearly love to reschedule your Prom in the Autumn and eagerly await Government advice around this.  
In the mean time here are a few goodbye messages from us to you! 

Keep in touch! 



16  

 

www.bassingbournvc.org                                                                   

School Refurbishment 
During lockdown we were delighted that we won the funding from Anglian Learning to invest in a new plumbing 

and heating system throughout the school.  As you will know, our system was very old and temperamental     

therefore this news came with much excitement.  The work is currently underway and will continue throughout 

the Summer ready for our return in September and the winter months! 

Furthermore, we have taken this opportunity to upgrade some of our older lighting and invest in new  carpets in 

areas such as The Hive.  Finally, with the current climate we felt it prudent to invest in new lockers for our           

students.  This will ensure that students won’t need to share lockers when we feel it is safe to reintroduce these. 

 

Happy Holidays 
As we say goodbye to school for the Summer, it is important that our students, teachers, parents and carers 

take time over the holidays to unwind and relax from what has been a very challenging few months. 

Our students need time to enjoy the easing of restrictions and once again enjoy contact with friends and    

family.  

We hope that whatever you spend your holidays doing—you have fun and 

stay safe! 

 

Key dates to remember 
 School starts for our new Year 7’s on 7th September 

 School starts for Years 8-11 on 8th September 

 Communication around our return will be sent out w/c 

24th August 

 Ms Poulter will be putting out a student  welcome address via video w/c 24th August 

 Emails and questions will be responded to after 24th August 


